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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30

p-m., and read prayers.

QUESTION--WHEAT BONUS,

- Hon. W. D. JOHNSON asked the Min-
ister for Lands: Regarding his announce-
ment that the State Government were urging
the Federal Government to pay 1ls. bonus
on wheat, will he explain—1, Whether the
bonus is to be paid so as to ensure a uniform
return to all producers; 2, Or whether the
bonus is to be paid when the wheat is actu-
ally sold, regardless as to whether sale price
may be 2s. one month and 3s. per bushel the
following month; 3, Or whether some form
of marketing organisation to ensure uniform
payment is contemplated?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS replied:
1, 2, and 3, If the bopus is granted, it must
apply to the whole of Australia, and the
basis of distribution ean only be laid down
by the Federal Government.

QUESTION—HARVESTERS,

Mr. PIESSE asked the Premier: 1, How
many State harvesters have been (a) manu-
factured, (b) sold and supplied, since the
30th June, 19292 2, How many are now on
order?

The PREMIER replied:
June, 1929, (a) 12, (b) 11

1, Since 30th
2, None,
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QUESTION — UNEMPLOYED,
ARRESTS,

Mr. SLEEMAN asked the Minister for
Police: 1, What offence was committed by
the unemployed yesterday previous to the
arrest of a number of their members? 2, If
any offence was committed, was this offence
anticipated in view of the fact that the
prisoners’ motor van was on the spot ready?

The MINISTER FOR POLICE replied:
1, They were charged with marching in pro-
cession throngh the streets of the city with-
put first having obtained authority. 2, Yes;
a certain element among the unemployed had
pubhely stated their intention to march in
procession through the city from Wellington
Square to Parliament House in defiance of
authority,

BILL—SALARIES TAX.
Recommitial.

On motion by the Premier, Bill recom-
mitted for the further econsideration of
Clause 3.

In Committee.

Mr. Richardson in the Chair; the At-
torney General in charge of the Bill.

Clause 3.—Interpretation:

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: It will be
remembered that the member f£mr South
Fremantle raised the point that members
of the A'W.U. employed by the Govern-
ment would not come under . the broad
eXemption whieh we inserted in the Bill in
the Committee stage. This point, I think,
was well taken. It illustrates how diffieult
it is to pass any legislation that will be
free from the charge of inconsistency.
However, the (Government very definitely
do not intend that those men shall come
under this measure. Cansequently T move
an amendment, which will exclude them,
as follows:—

That after ‘‘fized,’’ in line 5 of the defin-

ition of **Officer,’’ the words ‘either dircctly
or indirectly’’ he inserted.
Members of the AAV.U. employed by the
Government do work and are paid under
conditions similar to those of persons
whose wages and conditions are fixed by
the Arbitration Court.

Mzr. Panton: Except that they make
separate agreements with different Minis-
ters for whom they may be working.
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The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Yes, but
actually the conditions and wages they en-
Joy are based on the awards of our Arbi-
tration Court and on the basic wage. So
the amendment will cover those men. I
am prepared to make the definite state-
ment that the Govermment will not at-
tempt to bring these men within the ambit
of this law. If any question should be
raised on the subject, the Government have
ample power under the proviso to Clanse
5 to deal with the situation.

Mr. MeCallum: Someonc may quarrel
with that undertaking if it is not clearly
embadied in the Bill,

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: It is of
conrse desirableé that the Act itself should
be clear on the point, but it is extraordin-
arily difficult ¢o make it so. These men
will not be subject to the Act. I wish also
te refer to the case of the professional
railway officers and the ordinary railway
officers. The Government will not permit
cither of these classes of persons to pay
the tax as well as suffer a reduction that
might come about through a variation in
the basic wage. The professional officers
work under a Federal award. I under-
stand they have already suffered a redue-
tion at the rate of £16 a year owing to a
drop in the basic wage.

Mr. Corboy: And they were previously
receiving £6 & year less than they should
* have had.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The Gov-
ernment will undertake to see that these
men do not pay twice. The same undec-
taking is given vrespecting the non-
professional railway officers who move mp
and down in accordance with the under-
standing arrived at between themselves
and the Commissioner. When the basie
wage goes up the unions approach the
Commisstoner and arrangements are made
with the Classification Board fo inerease
the salaries proportionately. If there is
a drop the same kind of action is taken by
the Commissioner and the rates of pay are
reduced aceordingly. The Government will
undertake that these men shall not be
called upon to pay the tax as well as suffer
a reduction throngh the basie wage.

Mr. McCALLUM: I am sure the At
torney General is anxious to achieve the
same end as we are, but I am doubtful
whether his proposal will do that. Mem-
bers of the A.W.U, are not entitled to get
an award under the Industrial Arbitration
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Act. I should like to know if the clanse
is governed by the words ‘‘under the terms
of an award or industrial agreement.” TE
that is so0, the insertion of the mew words
does not carry us much further. The salary
referred to in the elanse is that which is
paid under an agreement or award defined
under the Aect, which does not cover the
AWU.

The Attorney General: The Chief Secre-
{ary agrees that this will meet the case.

Mr. McCALLUM: I should have thought
that a simple thing to do was to say
“Where they are governed by an award
or agreement under the Industrial Arbitra-
tion Act, or an agreement made by the
Minister.”” The Minister, however, may
refuse to make an agreement and again
the men would be cut out. I do think,
however, that before the word “fixed’’ the
word *‘ordinarily’’ should be inserted.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I am pre-
pared to embody the word ‘‘ordinarily”’
in my amendment, and should be glad if
the Chairman would make the necessary
adjustment. I know the idea in the mind
of the memher for South Fremantle is to
meet the situation of men whose remuner-
ation is not at the moment fixed by any
agresment but who, it is hoped, will later
on be provided for by smeh agreement.

Amendment put and passed; the clause,
as amended, agreed to.

Bill again
amendment.

reported with a further

BILL—FINANCE AND DEVELOP-
MENT EBOARD,

Second Reading.

THE PREMIER (Hon Sir James Mit-
chell—Northam) [51] in moving the
second reading said: This Bill is intended to,
and will if passed, give aunthority to a fin-
ance board to provide funds for the Agri-
cultural Bank. Parliament has always ap-
propriated funds for this institution, and
to-day we are depending upon the same
method for the raising of money by the
Federal Treasurer. We have first to go to
the Loan Couneil, and then the Federal
Treasurer raises the money. When it comes
to ordinary work, we ean say, and do say,
that we have not the money and therefore
cannot carry on the work; but the opera-
tions of the Agricultural Bank go on from
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day to day. The institution is always ecar-
rying responsibilities which must he met.
Men are engaged upon clearing land on
anthorities issued perhaps a year or more
aro.  The other day the total of authorisa-
tions outstanding was just under £900,000.
The bank authorities thought it advisable to
eancel all the long-dated authorisations; but
even now there are outstanding authorisa-
tions to the amount of £330,000, and work
is being done under them. Other authorisa-
tions, moreover, have to be made. There-
fore it is necessary that we should be in a
position to meet our commitments for this
ingtitetion quite apart from our ordinary
requirements. The bank is an institution
somewhat apart from ordinary Government
activities. The Financial Agreement con-
trols the raising of money, and for the mo-
ment we find it diffienlt to get even a limited
amount. Now, in the other States there ara
semi-Government institutions which have
separate borrowing powers; and by this Bill
we ask for similar powers. The Sydnev and
Melbowrne Metropolitan Boards of Works,
the Melbourne Harbour Trust, the Melhourne
Tramway Board, and the Sydney Water and
Sewerage Board all have separate borrow-
ing powers, and raise their funds outside the
Loan Counecil. At the first meeting of the
Lonn Council whieh I attended, authorities
totalling £7,200,000 to he raised by these
semi-Government bodies were mentioned.
Naturally, nothing was done without con-
gulting the Federal Treasurer. I propose
under the Bill to ereate this finanee hoard,
which would have power te horrow on be-
half of the Agrienltural Bank. We shall
deal with the T.ondon and Westminster Bank,
where we have had an overdraft for eight
vears. This overdraft we use for loan work,
raigsing the money when the London and
Westminster Bank thinks the time favour-
able to pay off the overdraft. I am hopeful
that we shall he able to make such an ar-
rangement for this finance board, which
naturally will require a very much Jess
amount. In times such as we are now pass-
ine through, it is very eonvenient and com-
fortable to have the means of helping far-
mers who will be in distress as regards put-
ting in the next harvest; but naturally we
are powerless unless the Federal Govern-
reent can raise the money for us. As in all
the money raised we share with the other
States on the basis provided in the Finan-
cial Agreement, it might happen that we
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should not be able to get funds at all. It
is important that the development of our
industries should be carried on. Our far-
mers, pacticularly our single-erop farmers,
are long-term debtors. Tt has to be remem-
bered that we take men from the ranks of
the workers for the development of the
country, men who have very little if any
inuney, heeause they have only earned wages
during the years that have gone before. Aec-
cordingly we have to finance them. There
are many things that this State will have
to provide for itself, such as preserved milk,
cheese and bacon. Theyv are foodstuffs that
could very well be produced here, but will
not be produced by the aid of men who have
monev now. We must look for their pro-
duction to men heing settled on the land
with the hacking of the Agricultural Benk.
We are bound to Tose some money by this
process, I suppose: but the indirect gain is
enorinous.  Just imagine the indirect con-
tributions to the Treasary from the produc-
tion of wealth by men who have heen estab-
lished under the bank. Last vear agricul-
tnre returned about £25,000,000, which is
vearly twice as much as is owing to the Apri-
enlbural Bank and the various eon-
attached to that institution. With-
out that help, we should be in a verv
had way. Therefore I have no hesitation in
asking for authority to appoint a finance
hoard who will raise a fund that is abso-
lutely essential to further development. We
can hardly expeet men to go enthusiastically
on to the wheat lands to-day, and they are
not going: but there are other avenues which
they ean he encouraged to develop. Tn that
direction we can do some work which is in
a sense quite apart from the work we have
already done of helping our own people to
become farmers. To-day our boys find it
diffienlt to get info permanent employment,
hacause there are no factories and the offices
are overcrowded. T wish to make it quite
clear that under the Financial Agreement
the Commonwealth Government pay one-
half of the sinking fund on all new loans.
That is a decided advantage to the State.
Under the scheme proposed by the Bill, the
Commonwealth would not make any eon-
tribution towards sinking fund, which would
have to be found by the board.

Mr. Willcock: The Bill provides for the
Treasurer to make advances to the hoard,
too.

fornmg
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The PREMIER: So far as the money is
raised nnder the Finaneial Agreement, it
would carry sinking fnnd. The present
funds of the Agricultural Bank would be
transferred to the board, and all moneys, no
matter how raised, for the Agricultural
Bank would pass to the control of the board.

Hon, P. Collier: Are you satisfied that you
can borrow for this purpose outside the
terms of the Financial Agreement?

" The PREMIER: I have ascertained that
there is no objection to the course proposed.
Other -semi-Government institutions bave no
trouble in borrowing,

Hon. P. Collier: I understood it was,the
other way about. I understood they were
subject to the Financial Agreement,

The PREMIER: No; they are frece. The
Federal Treasurer vefers them to the Loan
Couneil. Naturally we should not rush on
the market in competition with the Federal
Treasurer. .

Hon. P. Collier : Some of themn have
power to borrow without the consent of
their Governments. Others, again, can only
borrow with the consent of their Govern-
ments. You are making the power o bor-
row subject to the consent of the Governor
in Council.

The PREMIER: Yes.

Hon. P. Collier : They will not borrow
without the consent of the Governor in
Couneil?

The PREMIER: The Loan Council will
raise no ohjection.

Hon. P. Collier: They cannot; but the
board will not he able to borrow exeept with
the consent of the Governor in Couneil?

The PREMIER : Borrowing must be with
the approval of the Gmernor in Couneil.
The board appointed to control the finaneial
section will consist of three members. The
General Manager of the Agrieultural Bank
will be chairman. The Under Treasurer will
- be the seeond member. The third member
mfiy or not be a member of the eivil service
for the moment. However, he will be &
member of the civil service. The board will
not only be responsible for the raising of the
money, but also for the payment of interest
and sinking fund. It will be their duty to
see that the interest and sinking fund are
got together.

Hon. P. Collier: How will they get on if
the interest and sinking fund do not come
in?
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The PREMIER: Then their own funds
will have to cover the matter temporarily,
Usually, there is something approaching a

million pounds of interest outstanding.
That would be about a year’s interest.
Sometimes the amount is lower. At any

rate, the hoard will have to become respon-
sible in that respect, even if they have to
come to the Government to get the money.
There is no intention to make any changes
in the personnel of ihe Agrieultural Bank,
who will carry on their work as they are
doing now. It will be necessary for them to
SatleY the finance board that the money is
bemg Wlsely spent and that interest is being
collected. 'Enormous sums are being con-
trolled by the Agricultural Bank to-day;
I think the outstandings totel £12,000,000.
I have made some references to outstand-
ing loan authorisations. They are lower
now than they have been for years' past,
because of the existing position. ~ The
State is vesponsible for all money that the
bank has invested and will be responsible
under the new scheme. It will hardly he
necessary for me to point out that the
effect of a bad season must be serious for
the Treasury. To-day’s crop is a record
one, but unfortunately the prices are at a
very low level. It would be still more ser-
ious for us, however, if we had a complete
failure of the crop. Thank Geod, we have
never had a complete failure vet, althongh
in 1914 we had a serions drought. KEven
then it did not apply to the whole of the
wheat helt, or to the South-Western portions
of the State. The position of the Agri-
cultural Bank has been serious since we
aceepted the limitations imposed under
the Financial Agreement. It is advisahle
to remove the current difficulties as far as
we can by the appointment of a finance
board. Ti will be realised that hecause of
this, the responsibilities of the managing
trustee of the Agricultural Bank will he
considerably increased. Conditions that
operated in the past were much easier
than thuse of the present or of the future.
1 need not dwell upon our financial diffi-
eulties, which have greatly increased. It
will be found that in a finance hoard, clothed
with the responsibility of meeting interest
charges on cxisting Investments and in re-
speet of any further borrowings, we shall
have & body that will assist considerably in
the management of our financial institutions
generally. The usual machinery clauses are
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included in the Bill to provide for the estab-
lishment of the board and the appointment
of the members.
Hon. . Collier: The trustees of the Agri-
cultural Bank will still continue to funetion
. as such, quite apart from the operations of
the finance hoard
The PREMIER: Yes. The trustees will
remain in control of the position.
Hon. P. Collier: As in the past?

The PREMIER: Yes. The finance board
will be charged with the responsibility of
raising funds and of finaneing operations
generally, but will not interfere in the
slightest with the operations of the Agrienl-
tural Bank, The general manager of the
Agricultural Bank will he chairman of the
finanee board and will still be in charge of
the bank itself. There will really be the
finance board between the trustees and the
Government, but the board will have nothing
to do with the work of the Agricultural Bank
trustees, We do not interfere with the pro-
visions of the Agrienltural Bank Aect under
the Bill. The authority embodied in that
Act will be necessary. It will not be possible
to spend money, even when it is raised hy
the board, unless that money is within the
margin available under the limitations im-
posed by the Agricultural Bank Act. At
present a considerable margin of anthority
for increased funds still stands under the Act.
Some months ago the Commonwealth Bank
loaned to the Agrienltural Bank £200,000 for
special work, such as fallowing and so on.
The bonds that were given to the bank as
seeurity represent the only debentures in ex-
istence onder the old auvthoriiy that the Agri-
eultural Bank has always held.

Mr. Willeock: Was not that loan guaran-
teed by the Federal Government?

The PREMIER: No. The Commonwealth
Bank loaned the money subject to the de-
bentures, which form their security. That is
a temporary arrangement,

Mr. Willeoek: But did not the Common-
wealth Government guarantee the Agrienl-
tural Bank to the Commonwealth Bank?

The PREMIER: No.

Mr. Willeoek: They said they would do
that.

The PREMIER: There is, of eourse, a
rural ¢redit department of the Commonwealth
Bank, which in turn is part of the machin-
ery of the Commonwealth Government.
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Mr. Willeock: I do net know that it is
part of the Commeonwealth Government’s
machinery.

The PREMIER : The State has handed to
the Commonwealth Bank the debentures I
have referred to. 1 merely mentioned that
point because those debentures are the only
ones issued under the recently amended leg-
islation. The object of the Bill will be fully
realised by the House. IiL is necessary to
carry on the operations of the bank untram-.
melled by any failure on the part of the
Loan Couneil to precure funds. That is a
condition that obtains at the moment.

Hon. P. Collier: Have you in mind the
borrowing of money in Australia or over-
seas?

The PREMIER: It is in my mind to
borrow overseas and to secure the help of
the London and Westminster Bank to help us
temporarily by means of an overdraft pend-
ing the borrowing of a long term loan. I
propose really to finance the matter as the
Leader of the Oppeosition did when in charge
of the previous Government, and as I my-
self did for years.

Hon. P. Collier: The arrangement will be
merely temporary pending the flotation of
a long term loan.

The PREMIER: That is so. The same
method of finance will apply as obtained
prior to the advent of the Loan Counecil. I
am sure the Westminster Bank will be will-
ing to assist as. It will be inadvisable to hold
money on eredit if we ean make the neces.
sary overdraft arrangements.

Mr. Willeock: Oh, for the day when we
will be in credit again!

The PREMIER: The position may im-
prove and it may be that before the Prime
Minister (Mr. Scuilin) leaves London he
may have made some arrangements under
which the London market will be available
to us again. I do not think we could afford
to pay 6 per cent. on money borrowed for
Agricultural Bank purposes, and that is the
rate that applies to Australian borrowin®s.
Then again, T do not think it would be ad-
visable to borrow on the Australian mar-
ket. We want the cheapest money we can
procure and to get it when money is avail-
able. There are many advantages to be de-
rived from that method of finance. It will
free us in respeect of any money that the
Federal Government can borrow for loan
works that have to be carried ont. Every
year our authorisation for the Agricultural
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Bank goes on. This year we may not have
to spend quite so mueh because at the mo-
ment wheat growing is not popular. We
have not been able to clear the additional
area desired for erop and, in the eircum-
stances, we cannof wonder at that. A con-
siderable percentage of our borrowings has
been used for Agricultural Baunk purposes.
The board will relieve the position regard-
ing fotations authorised by the Federal
Loan Council in respect of money we shall
require to lend to individuals. Western
Australin lends a great deal more to indi-
viduals than is loaned from borrowings in
any other State. The Leader of the Opposi-
tion knows how insistent the Agrieultural
Bank trustees are in their demands for
money o meet their requirements.

Hon. P. Collier: In our last year, I think
the amount required was £800,000,

The PREMIER: Yes. If we go back
over 2 period of years it will be found that
the requirements verged on £1,000,000 annu-
ally, and sometimes it was far more than
that.

Hon. P, Collier: That is a big ent out of
the State’s loan programme for the year.

The PREMIER: Yes, it is. YWhen good
times come again for wheat farmers, there
will be a tremendous demand for money.
We will not reguire so much money this
year, but I hope that condition will not last.
I referred earlier to the need for granting
assistance to put in the new erop. If
4,000,000 acres are put im, it will cost
abont £4,000,000 to undertake that work,
At Jeast £2,000,000 will be necessary
to assist those who will require aid in
their eropping cperations, and not all by
the Agrieultural Bank. It is in the in-
terests of the bank’s securities that the
fallow land shall be cropped. Naturally,
the bank must colleet the interest owing
so that they may be able to grant further
assistance. People who are fighting the
elements must take risks. Should the rains
fail them, then they will have to fall hack
on the people who backed them, and the
Agrienltural Bank must not be restricted, as
it is, to the limited borrowings permissible
under the Loan Council. There is nothing
more I need say concerning the Bill. It is
perfeetly clear that in other States there are
similar semi-Governmental institutions that
raise enormous sums of money. We shall
nof require to raise an enormous sum here.
but we shall need some funds to enable us
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to continue development, and, therefore, we
propose that the responsibility for providing
them shall be vested in the finance board.
It will really be a farmers’ finance board
charged with the responsibility of raising
money, and of seeing that it is properly
invested and that interest is collected. I
move—
That the Bill be now read a second time.

On motion by Hon. P, Collier, debate ad-
journed.

BILLS (2)—RETURNED.

1, Housing Trust.
With amendments.

2, Land Aect Amendment.
Without amendment.

F

BILL — INDUSTRIAL ARBITRATION
ACT AMENDMENT.

In Committee.

Mr. Richardson in the Chair; the Miws-
ter for Works in charge of the Bill.

Miause 1—Short Title:

Mr, MeCALLUM: It is desirable that the
Lill shonld have a correct title. We have
many statutes the fundamental prineiples of
which arve not indicated in the titles. For
the vonvenience of all who have to consult
the laws, the title of the mensure should
show elearly what the Bill seeks to accomp-
lish, Then in years to come when students
are cisenssing the Mitchell regime, they will
be able to find the measure passed for a
rednciion of wages. The whole speech of the
Mipisier for Works was in favour rf a re-
duction of wages. I move an amendment—

That the words ‘‘Industrinl Arbitration Act

Amendment’’ be struck out with a view to
ingerting ‘‘ Wage Reduetion’’ in lien

The eclause will then read, “This Act may be
cited as the Wage Reduection Aet, 1930,
ete.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
clause clearly expresses the object of the
Bili, as the hon. member well knows. As
stated in the heading, it is a Bill for an Aect
to make provision in the Industrial Arbi-
tration Act, 1912-1925, for the adjustment °
and amendmeni of the basie wage during the
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currency thereof. The hon. member said my
speech indicated that this was a wage redue-
tion Bill. He quoted portions of my speech
and, as usual, was deliberately unfair. The
portion he quoted could be twisted to suit
his purpose. I resent his statement that my
speech was in favour of wage reduction. It
is for the court, and not for me, to say what
the basic wage shall be.

Mr. SLEEMAN: T agree that this is purc-
ly and simply a wage reduction Bill. The
Governzier:t have not introduced it to raise
the basic wage for the worker. They see
a chanee o seeure a reduction, and have
hopped in quickly to get it. The measure
will not do a particle of good towards ie-
lieving the unemployed difficulty.

Mr. KENNEALLY: If the Bill did not
become jnw, what would happen? A gon-
siderable emount of additional wages would
be paid to the workers. Therefore that ans-
wers the guestion whether it is a wage 7¢-
duction Bill. The declared intention of the
Minister is to get to the court before the end
of June and enable the court to reflect in
its determination the reduced prices of com-
modities. Why should he object to giving
the correct title fo the Bill? The Govem-
ment are reaching out to save certain money,
but it will be dearly saved if it be at the
expense of the goodwill of the people. T
see no reason why we should not ve prepared
to vome out in our true eolours. It is as
well for those who follow to be able to get
some information as to what this measure
is, who introduced it, and what its effect will
be. The people of the future will be bound
to look for a wage-reduction measure and
they certainly will not look for it under the
. caption “Industrial Arbitration Act Amend-
ment.” Therefore we must give it ifs cor-
réct mame.

Mr. BROWN: How on earth this ean be
called a wages reduction Bill is completely
beyond me. Tt is quite possible thai with a
reduction in the price of foodstuffs there
may he a reduction in wages, but it is also
possible that in three or six months time
if foodstuffs increase in price, wages may
also advance. 1 ¢an come to no other eon-
clusion than that these are stonewalling tac-
ties again, and members opposite are very
badly in need for something to talk about
when they move an amendment such as that
which has been sobmitted.

Hon. W. D. JOHUNSON: The member for
Pingelly is distinetly out of order in aeceusing
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us of stonewalling, and I elaim the protee-
tion of the Chair against him. To stonewall
is highly disorderly, and therefore to say
that the House is disvrderly—for that is
what the hon. member means—is a reflestion
on you, Mr. Chairman, as much as it is
against me as a private member. If any
member has been guilty of stonewalling, you,
Mr. Chairman, huve condoned it. I take
exception to such a comment coming from
the member for Pingelly. We should con-
vey to the people that we are endeavouring
to support the ambitions of the Government
in regard o legislation.

The Chief Secretary: You have raised a
point of order; you can't debate it.

Hon. W. . JOHNSON: No, 1 drew at-
tention to what the member tor Pingelly said
and 1 aceept the apology that he intends {o
make, Of course I have no wish to ineon-
venience the Committee by sitting down to

enable the hon. member to tender
the apology, though 1 do believe he
whispered  something about regretfing

what he said. Regarding the amendment,
we should endeavour to have a title tha.
will indicate exactly what is intended by
the provisions of the Bill, If we are to
have wage reduction, we must realise its
influence upon another section of the com-
munity, and one can illustrate that there
is room for sacrifices to be made. The man
that holds war bonds gets an extra 1 per
eent.

The Chairman: I remind the hon. mem-
ber that we are not discussing war bonds.

Hon. W, D. JOHNSON: It has been
claimed that a reduction in wages is
justified by the reduced cost of living. A
man who receives 1 per cent. less interest
enjoys the reduced cost of living, and in
addition his interest is free from taxation.
I think the man who holds war bonds,
after reading the reasons why the Bill waa
introduced, will conclude it is up to him
to play his part, and pay taxation.

Mr. Griffiths: He will rush it.

Hon. W. D. JTOHNSONK: Unlike the hon.
member, I have faith in human nature.
This is not a question of party politics, bat
a question whether others will realise that
help is required 2t the present time. This
is a reasonable amendment, and will serve
te econvey to the public what is being done.

Mr. RAPHAEL: The (overnment
shonld be prepared to come oni into the
light of day with all their actions. This
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amendment is a perfectly just one and will
serve to enlighten the people. When we
have legislation designed to bring down the
condhition of the workers, the Government
ought to be pleased to let everybody know
what it really means. I appeal to the
Government to accept the amendment.

Mr. MeCALLUM: I cannot understand
the Government’s objection to the amend-
ment. Because it is set out in black letters
at the top of the Bill that the Bill bhas
something to de with arbitration, is ne
proof of its relation to arbitration, is not
evidence that the essence of the Bill is arbi-
tration, The whole of the Minister’s argu-
ments nnd facts were designed to show
that a reduction in wages was desirable,
He built up to il million the figure by
which he wanied the workers cut down
this year. I did not misquote the Minis-
ter; there was mo neecessity to misquote
him, for his statement, like his intention,
was clear, His case was exclusively for
the vednction of wages, He said the cost
of living to-day was 3s. less than when the
court fixed the hasic wage, and that there-
fore it was neccssary to reduce the bagie
wage. So if the Bill is not for the purpose
of reduecing wages, what is it for? If T
have misunderstood the Minister, so too
has every other member. He took us all
over the world in =earch of reasoms why
our basic wage should be reduced. He
showed that share values had fallen in
New York and in London. Did he by that
imply that the basic wage in Western Aus-
tralia should be inereased? The Minister
totalled up the figures I quoted last night
and from them argued that the workers
were getting money to which they were noi
entitled. He let it be clearly seen that he
desired to take that money from them. The
member for Pingellv demands that the
hasic wage should be rednced every three
months.

Mr. Brown: T ¢id not say that. T aaid
the objeet of the Bill is to have the basie
wage reviewed more frequently.

Mr. MeCALLUM: In order to repudiate
the wage fixed last June.

Mr. Brown: When the cost of living is
Jow, would the hon. member like to have
to pay & high basic wagef

Mr. McCALLUM: The purpose of the
Bill is to upset the decision given last
June. Does the hon. member undersiand
that?
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The Minister for Railways: No, nobody
does.

Mr. McCALLUM: To what end is that
decision to be upset? Certainly not to in-
crease the basic wage. The hon. member
will go back and tell the cockies that he
supported the Bill becamse if it were re-
jected wages wounld rise.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. MeCALLUM: Quite a number of
menihers opposite must have voterd for the
Bill believing my statement was corvect,
and that the position set forth by ihe Minis-
ter was wrong. They thought the Bill was
brought down to reduce wages. IE that
i not so the best thing to do is to defeat
it straightaway, for it evidently does not
meet with the views of members opposite
who voted for the second reading, If it is
a Bill to reduce wages, my mumendment
should be carried. Why did the Minister
iuote the figures he did if not with the in-
tention of bringing down the wages rates
to the Federal rates? At preseni cur rate
is 7s. above the Commonwealth raie, where-
ns in New South Wales the rate is u shade
helow the Federal rate. It i1s sug:rested that
becanse New South Wales is below the
Federal rate we should follow that example,
If T have misinterpreted the figures, what
construction should be placed upon them?
i@ the Government refer to the reduction
of 1s. in house rent merely fo indicate that
landlords  were becoming philanthropie?
The Minister used figares supplied by the
Government Statistician hefore they had
heen made available to the public. Because
one industry in the State is unable to make
ends meet, the workers as a whole must
come down to its level. The Minister did
not quote the wheat farmers and their posi-
tion, with any other object than to bring
the workers down to that level. Undoubt-
edly the correct title of the Bill iz a wage
reduetion Bill,

Mr. ANGELO: I am reminded of these
words:—
It is easy enough to smile,
When life flows along like a song,
But the man who's worth while
Ts the man who can smile,
When everything goes dead wrong.

The Committee owe thanks to the member
for South Fremantle. After a long and
weary all-night sitting he was able, first
thing this afternoon, to introdnce a fund of
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light comedy inte what is really a very
melodramatie sitnation. No member on this
side of the House likes this Bill. No one
wants to see legislation of this character.
We have not liked the previous Bills. Prob-
obly we shall not like Bills that arc to fol-
low. However, we must discharge our duty
io the State. It is true we have had see-
tional taxes. This Bill will impose hard-
ships on some members of the community,
but we all have to suffer. The amend-
ment is purely jocular.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: The Bill nakes for
vither increase or decrease of the hasic wage.
Just now there is likely to be a decrease,
but in future there may be increases. The
amendment should deseribe the measure as
“A Bill to reduce or increase wage..” The
Bill says that “the basic wage for the time
heing preseribed in every award and indus-
trial agreement shall automatieally become
increased or decreased.”

Mr., SLEEMAN: At election time hon.
members opposite proclaimed that on no
account would their leader stand for reduoe-
tion of wages. For that reason they do
not like the amendment, and wish the Bill
to go forth under a false name, If the
Arbitration Court did see their way t» in-
crease wages during the current finaneial
vear, the Government would bring down
another Bill to prevent it.

Mr. KENNEALLY: The parent Act is
entitled “An Aet to consolidate and amend
the law relating to industrial disputes, and
other relative purposes.” The present de-
termination of the basic wage should oper-
ate to the 30th June next. The Bill pro-
poses to take out of the pockets of the people
some millions of pounds, on the Minister's
own estimate. Can a measure with such a
purpose be termed anything but a Bill to
create industrial disputes? In no shape or
form is it a Bill to terminate indnsirial dis-
putes by arbiteation or conciliation. The
present title is a complete misnomer. Mem-
bers opposite are ashamed of their own
action. The Government, if they remain in
office, can be relied upon to ses that ro
inerease of the basic wage is mnde under
the Bill. Ministerial members do not wish
to help in the correct baptism of the meas-
ure. Last night’s sitting awoke them to the
faet that the Bill does not tend to popn-
larise them. The amendment zhould he
earried.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Amendment put, and a division taken

with the following result:—
Ayes
Noes

[l B8

Majority against ..

AYED. |

Mr. Collier Mr. McCalium
alr. Corboy Mr. Milllngton
Mr. Coverley Mr. Munsie
str, Cuoningham Mr. Sleeman
Mr, Hegney Mr. Troy
Mr. Jolinson Mr. Walker
Alr. Keaueally Mr. Wansbrough
Mr. Lamond Mr, Willeock
Mr. Lutey Mr. Withers
Mr. Marshall \ir. Panton
(2'elicr.)
. Noes
Mr. Angelo Sir .Joumes Mitchell
Mr, Darpard Mr. Parker
Mr. Brown Mr. Patrick
vr. Davy Mr. Piesse
Mr. Doney Mr, Sampaon
Mr. Ferguson Mr. Scaddan
Mr. Grifiths Mr. J. H. Smiih
Mr. Keenan Mr. . M. Smith
Mr. Latham Mr. Thorn
Mr, Lindaay Mr. Wells
Mr. J. 1. Mann Mr., North
Mr. McLarty (Teller.)
PaIrs.
AYES. NoOES.
Mr, Wilgon Mr. HL W. Mano
Mr. Raphael Mr. Teesdale

Amendment thus negatived.
Clanse put and passed.
Clause 2—agreed to.

Clause 3—New section: Provision for re-
view and adjustment of basic wage during
the curreney thereof:

Mr. MeCALLUM :
ment—

I move an amend-

That in line 3 of the proposed new Subsec-
tion 1, '‘quarter in the’’ be struck out, and
the word ‘‘half’’ inserted in lien.

The change over from annual te quarterly
adjustments will mean going from one ex-
treme to the other, and I think a half-yearly
adinstment will meet all requirements and
will lend more stability to wage condi-
tions. Our idea in the amending Bill we
introduced was not to have any definite time
fixed for an adjustment, hut the Legislative
Council provided that there should be at
least an annual revision. In one of the other
States, the legislation has been altered to-
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providg for half-yearly adjustments, and, in
my opinon, quarterly reviews are too fre-
quent as there are often violent fluctnations
between one quarter and another.

Mr. SLEEMAN: I support the amend-
ment, not because [ like it but because I
realise that it is all that remains for us to
hope to achieve in the interests of the work-
ers, and it is certainly the lesser of two evils.
A balf-yearly review will give the Govern-
ment Statistician and the Arbitration Court
some time to deal with other business. They
will not have that oppertuvity if they are
called wpon to devote the bulk of their time
to work associated with the fixing of the
basic wage quarterly.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: The clause indi-
eates that there is to be a review and adjust-
ment of the basie wage during its curreney
I do not think a guarterly review would be
Just to those concerned. We ask the Com-
mittee to extend a little further considera-
tion to the workers than is proposed in the
Bill. Some members on the Government
side of the House are not altogether enam-
oured of the Biil, and this will enable them
to meet our objéctions half way.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : The
point seems to be overlooked that there has
been a violent change in the cost of living
during the last few months. The member
for Leederville said that the Bill could not
be given effect to until some time next year.
If the fixation of the basic wage is limited to
half-yearly periods, it is possible that there
may be an increase in the cost of living
during the ensuing six months and the
workers will be deprived of any advantage
they could have secured from an earlier ad-
justment.

Mr. Wansbrough: We will take the chance
of that.

The MINISTER TOR WORKS: There
has bheen an extraordinary change, and I
think therve will be a further upward altera-
tion in the future. T say that with all sin-
cerity, The member for South Fremantle
spoke about the legislation in the other
States and I gave all those particulars dur-
ing the second-reading debaie. The South
Australian Aect was amended in 1921 to pro-
vide for half-yearly adjustments and the
New South Wales Aci wu~ amended in 1926
to provide for adjustments at intervals of
not more than six menths. The Queensland
Aect provides for adjustments “trom time
to time” and the Commonwealth Aet pro-
vides for adjustments quarterlv. In Vie-
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toria and Tasmania no basic wage provisions
obtain, and the awards follow the Federal
declarations quarterly. I have not heard of
any attempt being made to alter the Federal
system and I think it will be in the interests
of ail concerned if we adhere to quarterly
adjustments.

Mr. KENNEALLY : Quarterly adjust-
ments may cause violent alterations. What
is the use of quarterly adjustments based
upon the cost of seasonal goods, the prices
of whieh are high or low during one quarter
only? What would be the use of fixing the
basic wage on the price of commodities such
as potatoes and eggs that fluctuate so
violently seasonally? If we are to have a
bosic rate deelared on or hefore the 15th
June, and operative from the 1st July fol-
lowing, what will happen to the figures sup-
plied to the couri for the quarter ended the
30th June? The basie wage would have
been deelared on the 15th June. It is neces-
sary, not only to adopt the amendment, but
to alter the date upon which the basic wage
ghall be declared. If we are going to re-
pudiate our undertaking to the workers, let
us reduce it by at least half. That wonld be
fairer and more workable, Then the period
for which the basic wage would he declared
would be one marked by less violent changes
in prices.

Mr. McCALLUM: The Minister has ex-
plained that the shortest term in other States
is half yearly.

The Minister for Works: I said Queensland
makes adjustments from time to time.

Mr. MecCALLUM : The practice in Queens-
land has been to adjust the rate annually.

The Minister for Works: It has heen ad-
justed twice within three months.

Mr. MeCALLUM: In Queensland the
coutt holds an annual sitting, just as we
have doue. The Minister said that under tha
amendment there would be no declaration
until July, but according to the wording of
the clause, it could he made operative from
any date.

The Minister for Works:
after th: ‘vst one.

AMr. Panton: There will not be too many
quarters hetween January and July.

Mr, MeCALLUM: I uuderstood the Min-
ister to say that there would be no adjust-
ment hetween now and July, the January
figures not operating hecause of the Christ-
mas vacation. Under my amendment only one
adjustment would he missed. There is no-

No alteration
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thing unreasonable in asking for what the
other States have. Quarterly adjustments
were never thought of. The Commonwealth
Statistician’s figures that would give any
idea of the cost of living date back in a
complete form to 1920. Up to that year the
Commonwealth Statistician did not deal with
clothing. It is no argument to say that be-
cause the Government have the quarterly
adjustments we should have them also. It is
better that our adjustments should be uni-
form with those of the States than with that
of the Commonwealth.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
Act provides that the State Government
Statistician shall supply to the court index
figures for the last preceding quarter as
early as possible. As the member for South
Fremantle knows about the 20th of the month,
after the quarter, we get the ligures from
the State Statistician, and they are pub-
lisbed in the Press. The member for Leed-
erville interjected the other night that the
eourt would be in recess and would not come
back until February, and beeause the Bill
would not go through for two or three weeks
there would be no sitting until the court
returned. Assuming the court sits, then
the member for South Fremantle wants the
adjustment for the following six months.
The next adjustment would he in July, and
by that time perhaps there might he a
change the other way and it would go
against the worker. I gave the figures the
other night showing what had happened in
Queensland. In the space of three months
the Queensland court reduced the cost of
living, and that court did it under their et
which says “from time to time” I have an
extract here from remarks made by Justice
Higgins on the Engineers’ Award No. 113/
1920. He said—

It is very gratifving to find that a prae-
tice has grown up, apd is inereasing now that
employers and employees have come to unm-
derstand the ways of this court, of agreeing
to vary the basic wage periodieally, aecord-
ing to the fiuctuntions of the iables of the
Commonwealth Statistician.  The tables are
applied to my rough and tenative finding of
7s. per day, 42s. per week, in the Harvester
case of 1907,

It is generally speaking imiversal in all
awards, On my second reading speech I
mentioned the Merchant Service Guild. In
one case the Ructuation had to be 20 points,
ard in another case 13. Twenty points mean
a shilling, and I have placed a shilling in
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this Bill. I see no reason for the amend-
ment. 1 feel certain it would not be in the
interests of the workers.

Mr. RAPHAEL: The Government should
be prepared to meet us in this direction, and
not by their action penalise not only one
man but all his dependants. We are told
that no repudiation must take place in re-
spect of the eapitalist, but we find that the
Government are prepared to repudiate the
whole of the promises they made to the poor
workers who have been so misled, and now
in addition the workers are to be penal.
ised. The Government are not doing their
Jjob by fixing a three-raonthly period for ad-
justments. We find that there is no eall on
the cupitalist class to show how much pro-
fit they are making in that period. 1 ap-
peal to members, who have made so many
promises which they have failed to fulfil,
to try to keep one to-night. It is up to
them to keep at least half the promises that
they made and help us to retain what we
have.

The CHAIRMAN: I ask the hon. mem-
ber not to reflect on members,

Mr. RAPHAEL: 1 daon’t think I counld;
I am not capable of reflecting on them,
but if T were to express my feelings I might
get into trouble. 1 hope that the time will
never come when, on the hustings, I shall
be found making promises that I have no
intention of keeping. I hope hon. members
opposite will keep their word just for once,
and make the adjustment period six months
instead of three.

Mr. MILLINGTON: An amendment like
this should be elosely argzued, should not be
simply decided on a vote. Prior to the in-
troduction of this measure, members of the
Arbitration Court were always in dificulties
over the interpretation of the Act. I remem-
her some drastie criticism on that score in-
dulged in by a certain president of the
court. If the clause be passed as it stands,
the eonstruction the president of the coun
will put upon it will be that in each ana
every quarter a prime inguiry should be
made.

The Minister for Works: That is right.

Mr. MILLINGTON: The clanse does not
say so.

" The Minister for Works: But Seetion 121
of the parent Act says so.

[Mr. Angelo took the Chair.]
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Mr. MILLINGTON : But this is an amend-
ment of the parent Aect, and so will be taken
by the court as a new instruetion to hold
an inquiry each and every quarter. It would
be all right if it could be made clear to
the court that the basgic wage inquiry is to
be made once s year, as a present, and that
at the end of the half year the basic wage
is to be reviewed. I only wish the basic
wage when declared could be earned by the
workers. [t is fixed on the assumption that
the workers work 52 weeks continnously in
every year. The court will be asked to arbi-
trate for men and womep who are not work-
ing continuously. The Government should
issue an instruction that where full time is
nof worked, these automatic adjustments
shall not operate. In view of the widespread
rationing of work, it is nonsense to instruet
the court to assume that all the workers are
working full time. I am sorry the Minister
is no longer here; I believe he hus gone away
to think over what I have been saying.

The Minister for [.ands: Why not cease
stonewalling ?

Mr. MILLINGTON : I am not stonewall-
ing; I am very serious. Arbitration is not
popular with the Country Party, whose mem-
bers have heen inviting the farmers to vote
for the abolition of arbitration. It would
serve the Government right if the court, after
considering this remarkably ambignous
clause, laid it aside altogether. It will save n
zood deal of the time of the House and save
the gourt many a headache if the Minister
will accept the amendment as a via media.
The amendment is a fifty-fifty proposal, and
so should appeal to a fifty-fifty Government.
I am sure the court would not like fo bring
in a finding that would be different from
what the Minister intended. The employers
are beginning to grow tired of the principle
of arbitration, and the workers do not view
it too favourably. Neither party will know
how it will get on from quarter te quarter.
Turmoi! and dissatisfaction will rule every-
where in industry. It will be too late then
to point to this pernicious principle as be-
ing the responsible factor. If we could get
this fifty-fifty mmendment agreed fo, I am
sure the member for South Fremantle and
others would do their best to see that the
adjustment of the hasi¢ wage was adhered
to. I am sure snch a conseientious man as
the Minister for Works would have many
sleepless nights if he thought he had fath-
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erved a Bill which had led to the dislocation
of industry. It will require some strength
of mind on his part to aceept this amend-
ment. Here is a chance for him to drop all
party differences. If this amendment he
carried, the rest of the Bill will be viewed
by the Opposition from an entirely different
angle.

My, PANTON: This clanse particularly
affects the issue I was diseussing last night
with the Minister. It provides that the Gov-
ernment Statistician shall supply the eourt
with information which it may take into ac-
count in determining the basic wage. Onee a
vear only will there he an open inguiry. After
the basie wage has been fixed at this open
and exbausfive inquiry, merely upon a set
of fizures supplied by a Government official,
the court may change fhe whole thing,
Trade unionists will not be ready to place
the whole question of their wages in the
hands of one man, Mr. Bennett does nof
collect this information himself; it is sup-
plied to him by the very people who will
benefit from this Bill. What means have
the unionists of cheeking these figures§ How
can the Government expect the workers
calmly to view a reduction in their wages
under circumsfances such as thesef Will
the eourt have discretion to decide what con-
stitutes the end of a quarter? Will it start
from the time when the last basic wage was
declared? I presume the adjustment will
be made every quarter, as from the end of
the flrst quarter following on the 30th June.
The final quarter of the current finaneial
year will begin on the 1st April, a fitiing
day to indicate how the workers will be
fooled. What will happen with regard to
the gquarter bezinning on the 1st January?
Are the membcrs of the Arbitration Court
to take their Christmas recess at some ather
period of the year? Will the court sit in
February and deelare a basi¢c wage for half
a quarter? I agree with the Minister for
Railways that there is likely to be a down-
ward course of the basic wage for some con-
siderab’e time, and we are asked to pass
this e¢las ~ on a quarterly basis. Will the
Janua y declaration of the basie wage he
retrospective ¢

The Minister for Works: I guaraniee that
it will not be retrospective.

Mr. PANTON: How can the Minister
auarantee that? The members of the Arhi-
tration Court are not subjeet to political
influence.
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The Minister for Works: The members of
the Arbitration Court have some intelligence.

Mr. PANTOXN: Should a determination
arrived at after full inquiry be upset be-
canse of figures obtained by the Government
Statistieian from unknown sources? Under
the Bill the workers will have no appesl ex-
cept direet action. Tbis State has enjoyed
industrial harmony hitherto, but the Bill
will not operate in that direction. The
workers will not be content to battle for the
best basic wage obtainable and then have it
upset on the strength of figures which they
have had no opportunity of cheeking. I
shall not volee my protest here, but shail
make it in a place where it will bave some
effect. The member for Perth has among
his constituents numerous workers who will
be affected by the clause. Doces the hon.
member repudiate the promises he gave them
at election time?

Mr. Parker: The member tor Perth will
move an amendment presently.

Mr, PANTOXN : If the Minister for Works
is not yet preprered to give way, we on this
side must keep on trying.

Mr. HEGNEY: In the cirenmstances I
support the amendment, as furnishing the
hest course available. The vepresentatives
of the parties concerned should be heard on
each oceasion of the fixing of the hasic wage.
To alter the determination at the end of the
three-monthly period will be distinetly un-
fair to the workers. The object of giving
the basic wage a currency of 12 months is
to bring about stability. The Minister has
mentioned that in varvious States, including
New South Wales, the curreney of a deter-
mination is six months. T have here the
“Industrial Gazette of New South Wales,”
from which I shall quote some interesting
opinions expressed on the 25th September,
1928, by Mr. Justice Piddington, a leading
industrial authority and adjudicator—

The Commission will review its deeisions on
canse shown, and sinee the exercise of its
statutory initiative when it determined to de-
clare a scparate rural wage is a- decigion, then
the announcement made in 1927, and repeated
in 1928, is reviewable like any other decision.
These illustrations will show how ungrounded
is the elaim of the employers’ associations to
invoke by legal process a decision from the
Commission as to the holding of a living wage
inquiry or its date. To entertain that claim
as a legal right would ecasily depose the Com-
migsion from its position as custodian of
living-wage law, and make it umpire in a
series of six-mouthly challenges DLietween de-
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bating teums. If we mow re-opened the gen-
eral living wage at the instance of employers’
associations we could be moved, six months
after our decision, and no matter what the de-
cigion was, by employec associations, and in
another six months by employer associations.
till all stability of industrial rights or obliga-
tions disappeared in a perpetual sce-saw of
controversy. As each notice of motion was
served we must ecither refuse the applicant a
hearing on the ground that we have already
held an inquiry, in which ease we should be
reminded that our decisions are always review-
able, or else grant the applicatien. In my
judgment on the general living wage in 1527
I pointed out that the Act does not oblige the
Commission to determine a standard of living
and declare a living wage every six months,
I said, ‘It may here be observed that it is
a mistake to suppose that the Commission is to
redotermine the standard and to redeclire the
livihg wage every six months, ‘To do so would
be to deprive both employers and employed of
the stability and seecurity which it has been
from the outset one of the objects of industrial
arbitration to achieve .. ... If the standard,
and with it the living wage, were to alter with
the frequency possible under the Act, employ-
ers would be subject on the one hand to flue-
tuation, which would gravely hamper their
contracts and production and trading cam-
paigns, while the employees would lhave the
standard of living which the Jaw desires to
have secured to them as iusecure as ever against
the (at times) violent alterations in their well-
being.

in that passage Mr. Justice Di-idington
pointed out that a declaraiton of tire living
wage everv six months would result in con-
stan, #ec-sawhig as between the anployer’
association and the employees' ovwoni-ztion,
While that is =0, the amendment js esr-
rainly preferable to the provisions of tie
clause itself. [ maintain that the ovginal
arrangement for 12-montbly reviews should
stund.,  The Government should give rea-
sonahle consideration to the amendment and
afford the workers at least some =secarity,
and acedrd them the rvights they ~lhould an-
juy during the currency of the award as 1t
stands now. What other purpos: has the
clause than to secure a reduction in wages?
The Government have exhibited indecent
Lia~te to hring down wages merely beeause
the cost of comumedities has shown =igns of
declining.  Then again the workers have
a right to be heard apon any application tor
a readjustment of wages.

Mr. CUNNINGHAM: T was unler the
impression that should the Minister for

Works not be equal to the recognition of the
merits of the amendment, that the Premier,
who dnes count in the eounrils of the State,
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would take inte consideration the advisa-
hility of seeuring a measure of industrial
prace, The six or zeven years of immunity
from industrial trouble that we have en-
joved in eromparison with the experience in
our sister States, was achieved as the vesult
of the Arbitration Act. Now the Aet is to
be altered. This is a matter of polivy, and
the Premier is responsible for the Bill, hu:
i has not assisted hls Ministers, The
Bill will largely destrey the effectiveness
of the Arbitratton Court because the addi-
tional work thrown upon that tribunal wilt
prevent them from keeping pace with the
work of the court.

Mr. Sleeman drew attention to the state
of the Commitiee.

Bells rung and a quorum formed,

[Mr. Richurdson took the Chutr]

Mr. CUNNINGHAM: We are enlitled to
know what prompted the Government to
introduce this proviston. What is the need
for it? ln wmy opinion the Bill has heen
dictated by the Premier.

The Minister for Works: Other speakers
have said the Country Paviy are responsible
for it

Mr. CUNNINGILIAM: The court will be
saddled with additional work and will not
be alle to cope with the claims presented
to it. We are entitled to have an explana-
tion from the FPremier.

The Premier: \What is your reuason for
objecting to it?

Mr. CONNINGHADM: The Premier ought
to make a statement.

The Premier:
times already.

Ay, CUNNINGHAM: But the Premier
could satisfy me with one reply. I am glad
there is another place, beeause I do not
think members there will approve of this
provision.

Yon have said that 16

Amendment pué, and a division taken
with the following result:—

Ayes
Noes . .. ..

Majority against ..

| -1 88
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AVESR.
Mr, Corboy ! Mr. Munsis
Mr. Coverley | Mr. Haphael
Mr, Cunpingham Mr. Sleemnan
Mr. Hegney Mr. Troy
Mr., W. D. Johnson Mr, Walker
Mr. Konnesally Mr. Wansbrough
Mr. Lamond sr, Willcock
Mr, Lutey Mr. Withers
Mr. McCallum Mr, Panton
Mr. Millington (Teller.)
Nozs.
Mr. Angelo Mr. McLarty
Mr. Baraard sir James Mhchel)
Mr. Hrown Mr. Patrick
Mr. Dawy Mr. Plesse
At Uoney Mr. Sampson
Mr, Ferguscn Mr, Scoddan
Mr, Grifiths Mr, J. H Bmith
Mr. Keenan Mr, J, M. Smith
Mr, Latham Mr, Thorn
Mr, Lindsay Mr. Wells
Mr. H. W. Mann Mr. Nortu
Mr. J. I. Monn (Teller.)
Pams.
AYRS, Nozs,
Mr. Wilson Mr. Parker
Miss Holman Mr. Teezdale

Amendment thus negatived.

Mr. JB. W. MANN: I move an amend-
ment—
That after ‘‘statement,’’ in line 3 of the

propased new seetiom, the words *fin the pre-
seribed faorm?'’ he inserted.

Section 152 (9) of the Act provides for
certain matters to be preseribed. The mem-
ber for Geraldton, speaking last night,
complained of the manner of gathering the
information on which the reports were
furnished. Qeite a number of differences
are apparent between the Commonwealth
and State returns. Rent for a four or five
roomed honse at Geraldton is shown by the
Commonwealth as £1 2s. 8d. and by the
State as £1 6s. 3d. There should be a
preseribed form so that a uniform return
would be received from all eentres.

Mr. Wansbrough: Do not vou think the
statement should be made on cath?

Mr. MeCallum: This clanse does not deal
with returns to the statistieian. It deals
with returns from the statistician to the
court. o

Mr. MANXN: If the eourt required in-
formation in a prescribed form—

Mr. MceCallum: The court has no say in
the collection of the informatien.

Mr. MANN: But T want the information
to be collected on a uniform basis. T un-
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derstand that the Federsl Act requires the
information to be supplied on oath or by
declaration, but I do not wish to ¢ that
far.

Mr. KENNEALLY : I oppose the amend-
ment. Apparently the member for Pertk
has not read the Bill,

Mr. Sleeman: If he knew whaf was in
it, he would oppose it.

Mr. KENNEALLY: The clause provides
for the statistician to supply a statement
to the court. It does not deal with the
collection of the information. What we
have challenged and shall continue to
challenge is the souree of the information
supplied to the statistician. The statisti-
cian merely works ont a sum on informa-
tion supplied to him. If some arrangement
could be entered into, the information
could be made available to the copsnmers.

The Premier: The awendment will im-
prove the Bill.

Mr. KENNEALLY: Why does 2ot the
Premier enlighten us in that’ direction?
The amendment has no more to do with the
Bill than have ihe flowers that bloom in
the spring? Under the proposal we say
that the court should be supplied with the
returns on a prescribed form. Surely the
hor. member who moved the amendment
is acting under a misapprehension. The
amendment will make it a ridiculous mea-
sure and I ask the Committee not to make
the Bill more ridiculous than it is.

Mr. MeCALLUM: I will do what I can
to help to seeure a stricter supervision of
collecting data. But the amendment asks
that the Statistician sheuld supply the in-
formation to the court, not from the in-
dividual who supplies the information to
the Statistician. I see miave danger in the
proposal. If information is to be supplied
on a preseribed form, the form will be
prescribed by the Government and its
seope may be limited. Thus, instead of
the court having full and open play, it will
be limited to just what the Government
like to prescribe on a given form.

Mr. H. W. Mann: The court will p:.-
seribe.

Mr. McCALLUM: Who said so?

Mr, H. W, Mann: The Bill provides for
that.

Mr. MeCALLUM: If the information is
to go from the Statistician to the court, it
means that the Government may limit the
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information the court will get.
ber for Perth is all mixzed up.

Mr. Kenneally: Then he is quite normal.

Mr. MeCALLUM : There is # heap of in-
formation that the court may want and
the prescribed form may limit it. The court
may not want to be limited. \Why does not
the hon, member admit what is at the back
of his head. He certainly does not want
the court to have all the information.

Mr. H W, Mann: If T could, I would
move to provide a preseribed form for col-
lectors.

Mr. McCALLUM: That would not make
the collectors get information, There is a
printed form that they fill in now. 1T ean
see zll sorts of complications and positive
donger in the amendment. Yt is an
outrageous proposal. Why does not
the hon. member admit that the amend-
ment has nothing to do with the collectors?
He is trying to shuf the statistician’s doors
against the court. Faney establishing on
limited information a standard of wages for
the people! Why not let the court have the
full knowledge?

Mr. H W. Mann: You are making
statements that are quite untrue, and mak-
ing them deliberately, %nowing that they
are quite unfrue.

Mr, MeCALLUM: I ask, Mr. Chairman,
that that be withdrawn.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member must
withdraw the remark.

Mr. H. W. Mann: T withdraw.

Mr, MceCALLUM: The index figure indi-
cates and values of certain commodities, and
all are set out under four different headings,
as in the latest declaration, food £1 16s.;
rent £1; elothing 13s. 6d.; miscellaneous 15s.
6d. FEach year it is eontended that the in-
formation supplied is not full enough, that
roore is wanted, and each year it is proposed
either to add to or take away from the list
under ‘“Miscelianeous.” The preseribed
form might wipe out half that list.

The Premier: The court will prescribe the
form.

Mr. MeCALLUM : Of what advantage
will that be! At present all the court has
to do is to ring up the statistician’s office
and get whatever information is required.
Then there is always an argument about the
rent. On the latest occasion the Manjimup
rents were given as being 6s. 6d. on the
average. That was queried before the ecourt,
and on inqumiry it was found the average was
really 13s. 6d. See the damage that might

The mem-
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be done if the emurt were hobbled in its in-
fuiries !

Mr. H. W. Mann : That is one of the
reasons why I am trying to get this in.

Mr. MeCALLUM: The hon. member is
trying to get it into the wrong place.

My, H. W. Mann: You are putting up a
long argument on & wrong principle.

Mr, MeCALLUM: [ ean see what is going
to happen. To propese such a thing as this
when a man’s wages are involved is a wicked
thing. The hun. member is endeavouring to
deprive the workers of the advantage of the
eourt being fully informed.

Mr. H W, Mann: | demand. Mr. Chair-
man, that that be withdrawn,

The CHAIRMAN: 1 did not hear the re-
mark. Perhaps the hon. member will repeat
i,

Mr. MeCALLUM : 1 will repeat it all
right. I said that it the amendment is ear-
ried it can have no effect other than to limit
the information secured by the court. 1f the
information is to be in a preseribed form,
there must be a limit te that information.
What else ean the amendment do?

Mr. Panton drew attention to the state of
the Committee.

Bells rung.

Mr, PANTON: Should the bells be 1ung,
Mr. Chairman, before yvon report to the
Speaker?

The CHATRMAN: T think so.

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.]

Mr, SPEAKER : T have counted the
House. There is a quorum present.

Mr. PANTON: I should like your ruling,
Sir. In the event of the Chairman’s atten-
tion being drawn to the state of the Com-
mittee, should he not report to the Speaker
before the bells are rung, and should they
not then be rung at your direction?

My, SPEAKER: So long as I have been
connected with the House, and for the sake
of eonvenience, the hells are rung by the
Chairman or by the clerk at the Chairman’s
directton. This is done in order to facilitate
the husiness, It is quite in order for the
Chairman to direct the clerk to ring the
bells.

[3fr. Angelo took the Chair.]

Mr. MeCALLUM: It would be impractie-
uble to put the information in a preseribed
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form. Frequently during argument a couple
of times in an hour the court will require
further information.

Mr. H. W. Mamn: Read the Bill and you
will see the necessity for the amendment.

Mr. MecCALLUM: The hon. member has
not read the Bill. I appeal to the Premier
not to limit the court's access tn the statis-
tician’s information. How could the court
function if it were restricted to the use of
information only when in the prescribed
form?

The Premicr: The bon. member’s desira
is to give the court pawer to sef up the re-
quest for information.

Mr. MeCALLUM: There is no limit to the
information for which the court may call.
No form eould be devised that would be
tikelv to embrnce all the information re-
quired in an argument for fixing the basie
wage.

Mr. H. W. Mann: I desive that the court
shall have all the information it desives.

Mr. McCALLUM: Then the hon. member
should withdraw the amendment, beeause it
will only restriet the court. When there
15 only one court operating, there is no-
thing to be gained by limiting its informa-
tion to a preseribed form. The court should
be free, and the whole of the information
in the statistician’s offiee should be open to
it.

The Attorney General: 1. wuunld be diffi-
cult to provide what tie hom. member de-
gsires in & measure of this kind.

Mr. H W. Mann: I said that earliar in
the debate.

Mr. Kenneally: Then why not withdraw
the amendment?

Mr. McCALLUM: The hon. member is
attacking the question from the wrong point.
The clause refers to “all other information”

The Attorney General: Would not the
amendment enable the comt {o lay down
what other information it requires and do
it by regulation?

Mr. MeCALLUM: No: #t is not possible
to foreser the information that the court
would require in an argument on the basie
wage.

Mr. H. W. Mann: My amendment makes
provision for that.

Mr. McCALLUM: The hon. member is
hecoming stubborn.

Mr. H. W. Mann: You are wrong,

Mr. MeCALLUM: How could the amend-
ment help in the slightest degree? It is
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not possible to have preserihed forms to
cover all the various types of information
required.

Tha Attorney General: Ne.

Mr. H. W. Mann: The information would
not be available.

Mr. McCALLUM: That is the point I
am making. Why should not the hon. mem-
bher withdraw his amendment? It cannot
meet the sitnation.

Mr. H. W. Mann: Suppose at the first
quarterly review the court decides that fuller
information be given on the next quarterly
review; it will ask for that to be done.

Mr. McCALLUM: That would be put in
the form of a letter :o ithe Government Stat-
istician.

Mr. H. W. Mann: | want the court f¢
preseribe the form in whieh the informnation
shall be given.

The Attorney General: That would uot
prevent the court from geiting eny other
information desired.

Mr. McCALLUM: The amendment pro-
vides that the statement shall be supplied
in the preseribed form. If the clanse is
left without any limitation the court will
be in a position to get all the information
it requires.

The Attorney General: Ag the Bill stands,
the Government Statistician will decide
what statements will be put in. All the
amendment says is that the initial form shall
be that which has heen prescribed by the
court.

Mr. MeCALLUM: Then what is the use
of the amendment?

Mr. H W. Mann: Why are you argu-
ing against it?

Mr. MeCALLUM: Because it is loaded.
I have no ulterior motive in opposing the
amendment exeept that I wani to see the
court free.

My, H. W. Mann: You are placarding
all the virtnes upon yourself.

Mr. MeCALLUM: The hon. memher will
not open his mind to see the danger in
his proposition. T am fearful of it. The
homes of the people arve in jeopardy.

Mr. H W. MAXNN: I regret that the
hon. member should acense me of putting
forward something that is loaded. The
court is being asked to give a decision of
great importance to the parties concerned.
There is nothing in the Bill providing for
the calling of furiber evidence, or for the
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cross-examination of the Government Statis-
tician on the information he supplies. As
set out in Section 152 of the Act, the court
should say what information it desires.
This power should be set out in the Bill.
If the first set of information supplied by
the (overnment Statistician is not full
enough, the court should have power to ad-
vise him of the information it requires. The
couet knows what will be useful to it in com-
ing 1o a deeision. It will have the same
desive as the hon. member to do the
vight thing. He is wrong in im-
puting motives against those whe hold
views different from his own.  The
hon. member should not seek to take
to himself all the virtue in the State. 1
am, endeavouring to do right, just as he
is. If the manner in which the power is
cxpressed does not meet with approval, it
can be altered.

Mr. KENNEALLY: If we paxs the
nmendment, we shall merely be prescribine
what is attainable. The court will be able
to utilise Subsection 8 of Section 142 by
prescribing what is required. The amend-
ment asks that the information shouid he
given in a prescribed form. What the mem-
her for Perth desires, the paren: Ael al-
ready provides. If the clause passes with-
out amendment, the court can prescribe a
form on which information is to be given.
There is power for that in the parent Act.

Mr, H. W."Mann: No. All the power the
court have is to aceept a statement from the
(Government Statistician’s office.

Mr., KENNEALLY: That assertion has
been proved incorrect The subsection gives
power to make regulations preseribing any
act or thing necessary to supplement or
render more effectual the provisions of the
Act as to the conduct of proceedings hefore
the eonrt. The court has power to pre-
scribe a form setting forth the lines on
which information is desired. Under the
amendmest, however, the eourt could not
get the information evxeept in the pre-
seribed form.

Mr. H. W. Mann: Preseribed by the
court.

AMr. KENNEALLY: The contention »f
the member for South Fremantle holds
pood, that we should pot limit in any man-
ner the information going hefore the court.
As soon as we attempt to impose n limita-
tion, we shall be moving in the direction of
baving Parliament controlling the Arbitra-
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tion Court. Let the court be free, unfet-
{ered and unirammelled in obtaining infor-
mation. The amendment should be with-
drawn. The mover has admitted thai he
cannot get it inserted where he wante it.
Then the better eourse is to let the matter
alone, and not try to get the amendment in
somewhere.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
strong opposition to this amendmeut is sur-
prising. 1 fail to see the danger whieli has
been suggested. After all, the scheme on
which the Bill is drafted is that the initia-
tion of the inquiry is by delivery of a
ztatement to the court. All the ammendment.
does is to give the court the power, if thev
choose to exercise it, of saying what for
that statement shall take. If T had the
slightest suspicion that the amemlment
might have the ill results suggested by the
member for South Fremantle, I wonid op-
vose it. If there is no prescribed form, any
¢ld form will be used. Many things are
directed to be done in accordunce with
regunlations and by-laws, but are done with-
out those things existing. Under the Adop-
tion of Children Act, regulations sre sup-
posed to be made, but none exist in fact.
JIf no regulations were framed, the court
would earry on without them. All that
15 intended in the amendment is that the
initiail statement furnished by the Govern-
ment Statistician shall be in a form
preseribed by the court and embodying in-
formation that the court may desire. Tt
eannot restriet the perfect freedom of the
eourt to secure all the information neces-
4Ty,

Mr. MeCALLUM: It is elear to me that
once the form is preseribed, the informa-
tion te be furnished by the Government
Statistician will be limited to the partien-
Jars embodied in that form. That has been
my experience in the past.

Mr. H. W, Mann: But the court will ask
for all that is reguired.

Mr. MeCALLUM: T have had consider-
ably more experience that any member sit-
ting on the Covernment side of the Housé,
and T am aware of the dangers and possi-
hilities of such a proposal.

[Mr. Richardson took the Chair.]

The Minister for Railways: You
seeing red to-night!
My, McCALLUM: I don't want to see

ved; I don’t want to see danger in a mat-
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ter of this deseription. There is nothing.
of more vital importance than the welfare
of our men, women and children, and their
interests are to be determined on a pos-
sible basis of restricted information. If
my fears are groundless, and the amend-
ment will do no harm, why press it?

Mr. H. W. Mann: Then you have no con-
fidence in the court.

Mr. McCALLUM: I am not arguing from
that star.dpoint, but from the point of view
of restricted evidence.

Mr. H. W. Mann: But this will merely allow
the court to ask for what is deemed neces-
sary to enable them to arrive at a deter-
mination.

Mr. MeCALLUM: Once parties enter
into an inguiry of this description, no one
ean possibly tell what information will be
required to enable a settlement to be
reached.

The Attorney General: The only point
about it is wheither the amendment will
interfere with the freedom of the court to
secure all the information neeessary. You
say there is a danger of that; for the life
of me, I cannot see how there ean possibly
be any such danger.

My, McCALLUM: I am sure the pro-
posal is dangerous. In any case, the
amendment is not necessary in order to
enable the eourt to call for what informa-
tion they require in whatever form is de-
sired. T have with me copies of documents
issued by the eourt showing what inform-
ation was required from the parties con-
cerned, and the varions headings are aset
out.

My, H. W. Mann: And vou will admit that
has not eultailed the freedom of the court.

Mr. McCALLUM: Of course it has nof,
but it shows that the amendment is not
necessary. The amendment will not help
in any degree whatever, for it can only
restriet the inquiries of the court.

Mr. H. W. Mann: I say it is a necessity
to the Bill.

Mr. MeCALLUM: Then what was the
draftsman doing, to omit a necessity?

The Chief Seeretary: Draftsmen often
make errors.

Mr. MeCALLUM: Yes,
covered quite a few of them.

Mr. H. W. Mann: Do you think you are
the only one whao can discover errors?

Mr. MeCALLUM: TFrequently when a
case is being heard before the court it is
found necessarv to send out for special in-

T have dis-



formation. Nobody can ever say exactly
what information will be required during
an inquiry. TFancy making it necessary
that all information supplied must be in
& preseribed form! If the amendment is
not loaded, why is it being pressed?

Mr. H. W. Mann: Every member is en-
titled to press his amendment.

Mr. McCALLUM: But when the best
that can be said in favor of it is that it
will do no harm, why press it? I hope the
amendment will be defeated.

Mr. KENNEALLY; I understand that
what the member for Perth desires to have
inserted in the Bill is a provision that will
enable the court to get whatever informa-
tion it requires. Subsection 1 of Section 152
of the parent Aet makes provision that the
court may make regulations for preseribed
forms and documents to be used for the
purpose of the Act. There we have pro-
vided the very thing the hon. membher is
seeking to insert in the Bill. Yet the claim
has been advanced that unless we agree to
the amendment the court will mot have
power to get this information in a pre-
seribed form.

Mr. H W. Mann: All that this does is to
eompel the statistician to supply informa-
tion.

My, KENNEALLY: While Seection 152
provides for the information to be supplied,
the amendment would limit it to informa-
tion supplied in a preserihed form.  The
information available to the court should
not he limited.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The fears
of the memhers for South Fremantle and
East Perth are not well founded, but at the
same time, the amendment is redundant.
Any information supplied to the court would
be in a preseribed form. A tribunal chavged
with the duty of fixing the hasie wage and
reguiring information to earry out that duty
must specify eertain heads, In other words,
they must preseribe a form.

Alr. MeCallum: The court merely draws
up a form.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: That is pre-
serihing it; there is no difference.

Mr. McCallum: But this must have the
approval of the Governor.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: XNot at all

Mr, McCallum: The Aet provides for it.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The hon.
member means that the exercise of the power
by the eourt must he approved by the Gov-
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ernor, but the Governor has approved of
the power to the court. In my opinion
members are fighting a shadow and have
been deing so for hours. The court has all
the powers that the amendment would give
it. It alveady prescribes the deflnite form
in which it requires the information.

Mr. McCALLUM: If the amendment be
pressed, I shall move to add words to it
in order to relieve some of my fears. I
move-~

That the amendment be amended by add-
ing ‘‘but which will in no way limit the in-
formation which the court may require the
statigtician to supply.’’

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I have
listened to the discussion for the last two
hours and I do not consider that the amend-
ment will do either harm or good. The
member for Sonth Fremantle desires to en-
sure that the effect of the amendment will
be nulliied. I ask the Committee to reject
hoth pruposals.

Mr. Kenneally: Flad you said that hefore
it would have saved two hours diseussion.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I wished
to hear the views of the Committee. The
whole of the powers desired are provided for
in the Act. The court has always asked
for the information it required and has re-
ceived the information from the statistician.

Amendment on amendment put and nega-
tived.
Amendment put and negatived.

Mr. SLEEMAN: I nove an amendment—

That after ‘‘quarter,”’ in line 6 of the pro-
posed mnew section, the words ‘‘together with
a detailed statement giving the methods em-
ployed in arriving at the variation, if any,’”
he inserted.

The amendment is necessary hecause we
shall be practieally giving the power of
making the determination to the statistician,
without representatives of* ‘the employers
and employees having an opportunity to
eross-examine the statistieian or put wp a
fight for their respective interests.  The
details of how the Government Statistician
makes up the information he supplies to the
court should be shown, and, if necessary, he
should be cross-examined,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I op-
pose the amendment. The eourt always asks
for the information referred to by the hon.
member, and invariably gets it. That is al-
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ready provided for in the Act. The amend-
ment is certainly not designed to improve
the Bill. The hon. member should be fair.

Mr. Sleeman: If von were a worker you
would bhetter appreciate the position.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Mem-
hers opposite have dene nothing for the
past few hours bui oppose the Bill. The
court need not act solely upon the infor-
mation that is sapplied by the Government
Statistician. Ii can be trusted to get to-
gether all the information it requires to en-
able it to arrive at a proper congclusion.
Only when the court is satisfied with the
proof afforded to it will a decision be given.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: The amendment
is an cffective direction to the court that it
should check the information supplied to it
by the Government Statistician.

Ar., Sleeman called attention to the state
of the Committee:

Bells rung, and a quornum formed.

Hon. W. D. JOENSON: As it will he
necessary, aceording to the Bill, to review
the hasic wage more often in the year we
ought to examine again the parent Act from
that point of view. We do not know enough
abont the methods employed by the Govern-
ment Statistieian in arriving at his decisions
on various points conneeted with this matter.
As the Bill stands, the matter is decided
purely on the Government Statistician's
figures, no evidence being called. At the
annual review, in addition to the figures
submitted by the Statistician, the question
of the basic wage is argued by the repre-
sentatives of employers and employees. At
ihe quarterly review there is no such discus-
sion. The member for Fremantle asks that
the Stalistician when submitting the
fignres  should state the methods em-
ploved.  Further, the member for South
Tremantle  will move that the Statis-
{ician’s  statement shall  he
examination by representatives of both
sides. Such examination is the more neces-
sary when the basiec wage is declared quar-
terly instead of annually., Both the em-
ployer and the employce should have the
assurance that their respective interests will
be protected. The matter is of grave im-
portance, affecting the standard, methods
and quality of living of men, women and
¢hildren. The difference between us is that
one side considers the determination
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shonld he done often, while the other side
eonsiders it should be done thoroughly. The
members of the court should know exactly
how the Statistician has arrived at his state-
ment.  Later, this clause should be amenred
0 as to afford representatives of both sides
opportunities to further investigate the
Statistician’s figures, so that, if necessary,
the statement may be referred back to him
for further inquiry. In the absence of such
precautions injury may be done to humanity.

Mr, MeCALLUM: I see no inconsistency
between the Opposition’s stand on this
amendment and their stand on the last one.
The Minister eould have saved time on the
previous discussion by rising earlier to say
he was opposed to the amendment. The
present amendment asks for information as
to the basis on which the Statisticizn's
figures are framed. .

Mr. KENNEALLY: I hope the amend-
ment will he accepted. The Minister has
admitted that the annual declaration is still
to take place on or before the 15th of June
cach year, and to begin to operate in the
1st July following. Under the Bill the de-
claration will be subject to quarierly varia-
tions. If the annual declaration is still to
take place and the parties interested are to
appear in the proceedings before that de-
claration is made, then the information on
which the quarterly declarartion is to he
based should be made available to the ve-
presentatives of both sides. Those repre-
sentatives can advance their contentions as
to the cost of living before the annual de-
claration; and if that procedure was to be
consistently followed, there would not he
so mueh opposition to the quarterly declara-
tion. But the procedure is not to apply to
the quarterly determinations. The annual
inquiry will become more or less a farce,
because the sltered conditions imply that the
basi¢c wage will be declared on the Stutis-
tician’s figures. If we do not provide that
details shall be available to the court before
the annual declaration is made, then the
court will not know exactly on what the Gov-
erminent Statistician arrived at his conclu-
sions, which influenced the fixing of the
quarterly basiec wage. Care should be taken
to see that the uimost possible information
is placed before the advocates repre-
senting their respective principals, s0 as to
enable them fo deal with the basic wage on
an adequate basis. The decisions arrived al
quarterly will be largely dominated by the
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Government Statistician’s figures, and the
amendment will ensure that foll details re-
garding ihe methods adopted in compiling
the information, together with the reasons
that influenced his decision, shall be made
clear by the Government Statistician to the
court. I am afraid the annual declaration
will be somewhat of a farce unless the details
and eomplete information I have referred
to, are available to the advoeates.

The Minister for Works: Thal informa-
tion will be available to the parties.

Mr. KENNEALLY: That refers to the
annual investigation, but I am concerned
about the quarterly decisions as well. X
want the reasons for any alterations that
determined the quarierly adjustments to be
available to the advoeates,

Mr. H. W. MANN: I intended to support
the amendment because I thought it would
achieve what I desired to do at an earlier
stage. As the member for South Fremantle
has asserted that this is done now, the
amendment is therefore unnecessary. [
shall vote against it.

12 o’cloek  midnight,

Amendment put, and a division taken
with “the following result:—
Ayes .. .- .. 20
Noes

15
[ 2]

Majority against

I oo

AYES
Mr, Corbory Mr. Milllngton
Mr. Coverley Mr, Munsie
Mr. Cunpingham Mr. Rapbael
Mr. Hegney Mr. Bleemsan
Mr. Jobnson Mr. Troy
Mr. Kenneally Mr. Walker
Mr, Lamond Mr. Wansbhrough
Mr. Lutey Mr. Willcock
Mr. Marshall Mr. Witbhera
Mr. McCallum Mr. Fanton
(Teller).
Nogs
Mr. Angeln : Mr. J. 1. Mann
Mr, Barnard | Mr. McLarty
Mr. Brown ' Sir James Mitchell
Mr, Davy i Mr, Patrick
Mr. Dobey Mr. Plesse
Mr. Ferguson i Mr. Sampson
AMr. Grifiiths | Mr. Scaddan
Mr. Keenan Mr. J. H. Smith
Mr. Latham Mr. Thorn
Mr. Lindsay Mr. Wells
Mr. H. W, Mann Mr. North

(Teller),
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Pams.
AYEB. NOES,
Mr. Wilsoa Mr. Parker
Miss Holmnn Mr, Tecidale

Amendment thus negatived.
Mr. McCALLUM: I

nient—

move an anend-

That in line 7 of Section (1) of proposed
new Section 124A the word ‘‘one’’ he struck
out, aud *‘five’’ inserted in lieuw

This deals with the money side of it, but
[ wish to say a word or two about a point
raised by the Chief Seeretavy lasi night.
Only yesterday while we were discussing the
effect the reduction of wages would have on
industry, that very point was being dis-
cussed at the basie wage inquiry in the Com-
monwealth Arbitration Court. The two dis-
enssions—ours and theirs—were proceeding
gimultaneously. The argument in the Com-
monwealth Arbitration Court is reported in
this morning’s “West Australinn.”  Pro-
fessor Coplund, Dean of the TFaenlty of
Commerce at the Melbovrne University, was
giving evidence. T do not suhgeribe to the
idea that the views of these professional
gentlemen should be aceepted as unchal-
lengeakble. Rather would T take the opinion
of a hard-headed practical man ol aflairs
than that of these economists, some of whom
liave their heads too far in the elouds, and
will not come down to earth. As T say,
Professor Copland was under examination
on the subject of reduced wages in the
Federal Arbifration Court vesterday, and I
want to submit this extract taken from the
report in to-day’s “West Australian”—

Assuming that a 10 yper cenl. decrease is
made in the workers’ wages, would the 10
per cent, extra going to the employers pro-
vide more employment?—Not exactly.

The employer may not employ additional
men. He may buy a motor car or go for a
tript—XNe, he may not employ extra wage-
earners,

Is theve not some danger of shifting.the
spending power from these people who do
spend to.employers who do met spend?—XNo,
1 do mot think so, because the cmplover is
most anxious to increagse his output if he can
do go, to cover up his losses,

But the bigger the income of many of them
the mrre they go in for luxuries?—1 agree
with that catirely. Some of them are setting
a very bad example,

And if they get a little bit more off the
worker they may set a worse example?—Tf
I thought that would happen I would
preach that the workers should get more in-
stead of less,
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The whole of this mouey is to bhe trans-
ferred from the worker to the employver, and
the point to be decided is whether i; is bet-
ter for the mation’s necessity, a viewpeint
expressed by the Chief Secretary last night,
or whether by the money heing transferred
1o the emplover it would create more em-
loyment than if it remained with the em-
Ployee. The Premier himself has had an
experience recently; he offered to the
farmers money for new eclearing, but they
would not seeapt it for that purpose. At
present the basic wage money is with the
vmployees and they are spending it on Ans-
tralian commodities. If the monev be taken
from them their spending power will be
reduced and that will hove its effeet on in-
dustry, and men will he thrown out of
work, So the money will be transferred to
ihe employver. Even if the amployer puts
it back into industry it eaunot cronie more
employment than is heing created to-day
ns the resnlt of the money being put into
dirculalion by the employee. There is
always the possibility of the cmployer
spending it on a trip abroad, on the Mel-
bourne Gup or on a motor ear, or investing
it in Commonwealth honds for use to pay
interest overseas. The working man, on the
other hand, wounld spend it and create more
employment.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: 1 do
not know what precedent there is for the
lion. member's proposal, hut precedents are
to be found in the Arbitration Court
awards. I have mentioned those of (he Mer-
chant Serviee Guild where the variation is
made when the alteration in the index fig-
vre is 20 points, and of the wharf labourers
where the variation is made with an aitera-
tion of 13. T also explained that 20 points
meant 1s. We could have specified 20 points
in the Bill, but instead of that ls. was in-
serted. The Bill does not require that an
alteration shall be made when the varia-
tion is 1s.; it says 1s. or more per week.
To provide 100 points, which would be five
times the number stipulated in any Federal
award, would not be right. I cannot accent
ihe amendment.

Amendment put and negatived.

My. SLEEMAN: 1
ment—

That in line 10 of the proposed new seetion
the words ‘‘of its own motion’’ be struck out
with a view to inserting ‘after hearing the re-
presentatives of the employers and employees

move an amend-
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who shall have the right to ¢ross-examine the
stotistician.’?

The parties, if they so desire, shcald have
A right to he represented in the court and
to cross-examine the statistician. Otherwise
it will be not the court, but the statistician
who will practically deliver the determina-
Lions.

The MINISTER FOR WORKs: The
ordinary 12-monthly determination is being
retnined and registered organisations may
appear before the court where evidence will
be tendered and the rise or fall in commodi-
ties decided upon. After the covrt has
decided  what  constitutes the Thasie
wage, the standard will remain fixed
for 12 months. The only variation
will be that based on the statis-
tieian’s figures and the cost of living
during each quarter. If we provide that
the court shall not act of its own motion, it
will destroy the Bill. If we provided also
that everybody could be represented at every
inquiry, the eourt would be sitting the whole
year round on the gquestion of the basic
wage,

Mr. SLEEMAN: This is the most import-
ant determination that the court has to
make, and too much time eould not be
given to its eonsideration. The Government
have not enly brought down a wage reduc-
tion Bill, but apparently they wish to debar
the parties from appearing. Consequently
the statistician will, in effect. say to the
court, “This is what T find and this is what
vou have to work on.” Tt is only reasonable
that the employers and employees should
have the right to eross-examine the Govern-
ment Statistician and endeavour to show him
where his methods are wrong, if they hap-
pen to be so. I thought this was the one
amendment the Minister wonld agree to.
We are not asking anything for the one side
that we are not asking for the other. If the
Government refuse to accept this amend-
ment they will be condemned for all time
in the eyes of the workers as well as of the
employers.

Mr. PANTON : The Bill provides that the
basic wage may be altered ounee in every
quarter. Only onee in every year, in June,
does the Minister intend that there shall be
a full and comprehensive inquiry into the
subject. As a result of that full inquiry the
basiec wage will be fixed, not for 12 months,
but for the ensuing quarter only.
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The Minister for Works:
cides on the principle.

Mr. PANTON: To the worker one of the
most important factors is the amount he re-
ceives in his pay envelope each week. Now
he is not to draw that amount for the whole
year, but only for the first quarter afier the
determination of the Court in the first in-
stance, when the same basic wage may be
renewed if the Government Statistician fails
to satisfy the court fo the contrary. With-
out any open inquiry the court will be able
to alter the rate by as much as it thinks ﬁt
aceording to the ﬁg’ures supplied. '

"The Premier: That is the Federal system

" Mr. PANTON : The Federal system is
bad., . There is no annual inquiry in the Fed-
eral arena.

The Mlmster for Works Ou.r system i8
better than that.

Mr. PANTON: Yes, it would be if we
zave both sides the right to eross-examine the
Government Statistician every quarter on
the statements he puts in. In no court in
the world will it be found that people are
treated as they will be treated under this
Bill. If there is a sudden rise in the cost
of eommodities, Mr. Carter, for the Em-
ployers’ Federation, will want to see the
figures and know how they are made up.
The union representatives will want the same
thing.

The Premier: I hope there will be a nse,
or we shall ali be “broke,”

Mr, PANTON: If there is a rise it is all
the more reason why hoth sides shounld have
the right to see these figures Who can
say what will happen within the next six
months?

The court de-

The Premier: Or the next month,

Mr. PANTON: Both sides should bave
the right to inquire into the figures. It 1s
a matter of only one day’s hearing by the
court. The slighlest mistake on the part
of the Government Statistician might make
a tremendous difference in wages, up or
down, and some opportunity should be given
to both sides to test them ont. We are
asking little enough in advancing this last
request.

Mr. SLEEMAN: 1 am prepared to dis-
cuss this Bill all night nnless the overn-
ment are willing to show our side svine con-
sideration. Instead of doing that they have
so far used their brutal majority against
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us, and the Minister has not even replied
to vur statements.

The Minister for Works:
been asleep when I did so.

Mr. SLEEMAN: I am never asleep on
these occasions. I am going te endeavour
to. sec justice done to the workers. We
are not asking for anything unfair.. The
Government Statistician may make a mis-
take in his figures; he is human and is
therefore not infalliblee. ~'We are all liable
to make mistakes, even the Premier and the
Minister for Works., Why should either
the representative of the employers or the
vepresentative of the workers be debarred
from examining -the statistician’s figares?
[f we are to get no concession whatever,
we on this side will try to weary hon. mem-
bera opposite. In this matter I speak on
behalf of the employers too. Their repre-
sentative, Mr. Carter, will be anxious io
point éut any mistakes which may be made
by the Government Statistician ard which
may not be noticed by the court. Should
not the statistician be subject to cross-exam.
ination when he has the livelirood of men,
women and children in his hands? He
ought not to be set up as a great white chief
or a great slave chief. The court is to act
on his figures without question. This is no
small matter, and yet Ministerial members
merely shake their heads and use their
brutal majority. The Government are pre-
pared to shove the Bill through without
paying any regard to the workers, or even
to the Emplovers’ Federation. At other
tiines Ministers are perfectly prepared to
extend consideration to that hody.

You must have

The Premier:
{t is not true.

Mr. SLEEMAN: It is true. The Govern-
ment’s trouble is that if they allow the Em-
ployers’ Federation to be heard on this ques-
tion, the workers must also be heard. Any
change in the cost of living is to be infer-
red solefy From the statistician’s figuress

Yuu ought not to say that.

Amendment put, and a division tgken with
the following result:—

Ayes .. .. .. .. 19
Noes . - 22
Majority againwm . -
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Arvas.
Mr, Corboy ‘Mr, Munsie
Mr. Coverley [ Mr. Panton
Mr. Cunninghsam ., Mr, Bleeman
Mr. Hegney l Mr. Troy
Mr. Johnson Mr, Wallker
Mr. Kenneally Mr. Wansbtrongh
Mr. Lamond Mr. Willcock
Mr. Lutey Mr. Witkers
Mr. McCallum Mr. Rapbael
Mr. Milllogton 1Tellero
Noms.
Mr. Angels Mr, J. 1, Mann
Mr. Barnard Mr, MeLarty
Mr. Browo Sir James Mitchel
Mr. Davy Mr, Patrick
Mr. Doney Mr. Plesse
Mr. Ferguson Mr. Sampson
Mr. Griffithe Mr, Scaddan
Mr. Keenan Mr. J. H. Smith
Mr. Lathsm Mr, Thorn
Mr, Lindsay Mr. Wellr
Mr. H. W. Mann Mr. North
Taller.}
PAIRS,

AYES. NoEs.
Miss Ho!man ' Mt Teandale
Alr. Wilson Mr. Parker

Amendment thus negativen.
Clanse put and passed.
New Clause:

Mr. PANTON: I move—

That a new clause, to stand as Clause 4,
be inserted as follows:—¢‘This Aet shall have
effect as from and including the 1st .July,
1931, and shall continue in operation wuntil
the 30th Jume, 1932, and no longer.*’

The Bill is purely experimental. The first
part of the new clanse will mean that we
shall honour the contract entered into he-
tween the workers and the Arbitration Court
that the award of the court issued as from
the 1st July last, shall continme for 1%
months. The Minister himself has said that
nothing ‘can be done regarding the legisla-
tion until after the Christmas vacation, and
if we agree to the amendment, we shall at
least fulfil the contraet in respect <o the
basic wage declaration. Then, if we give
the Bill a trial extending over 12 months,
the Government will be abl: to note its oper-
ations. If they find that it leads to indus-
trial unrest, as I think it will, they will
then be able to drop the measure.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I do not
propose to accept the amendment,

Mr. Panton: You will agree to nothing!

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It must
be recognised that we are living in abnormal
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times. 1 am surprized that the hon, member
should clas= the Rill as experimental legisla-
tion. The provision for quarterly adjust-
ments has applied in the Federal arena for
vears passed.

My, Panton:
wage.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes.
The amendment will mean fhat nothing can
be done under the measure hefore the lst
July next.

Mr. Panton: T doubt if anything will be
done hefore then,

Th MINISTER FOR WORKS: I shall
be surprised if that is so. When we werd
dealing with another amendment, it was
snggested that a day only would be réquired
to secure a deeision. Now a very different
attitude is adopted. The hon. member's
proposal is merely for the purpose of de-
feating the objects of the Bill,

Mr. Panton: I would not do such a thing!

Mr. SLEEMAN: One of these days the
Minister will make a mistake and will agree
to something! The amendment is reason-
able and should be aceepted.

Hon. M. F. TROY: I am disappointed
that the Minister has not seen fit to aceept
the amendment. He wonld be wise if oe-
casionally he showed himself apreeable to
a compromise.

Mr. ANGELQ: On a point of order- The
first part of the proposed new clause pro-
vides that the Bill shall come into operation
only from the 1st July next, whereas we
have just agreed to a clanse which says the
Bill shall come into operation immediately
after the new vear. So the proposed new
clause contradicts what we have already
agreed to.

Mr, PANTON: On another point of order.
Is the hon. member is order in oecupying
the time of the Committee with a pretext
like this?

The CHAIRMAN: T cannot find in the
Rill any provision that the Bill shall come
into operation at any particular date. That
will be for the Government to decide. The
proposed new clause is in order.

Hon. M. F. TROY: If the proposed new
clanse be carried, Parliament, not the Gov-
ernment, will have decided that the Bill shall
not come into operation until June of 1931.
T do not think members opposite are very
keen about this legislation. The anxiety of
the Government is chiefly to introduce some-
thing that will serve to keep Parliament

Not regarding the hasie
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going. I appeal to the Minister to accept
the proposed new clause. The Minister is
not wise in insisting upon every word in the
Bill as printed, nothing more nor less. If
there had been any demsnd for this legisla-
tion one eould understand the Minister wish-
ing to bring it into force as soon as pos-
sible; but as a maiter of fact no one really
wants the Bill at all.

{M’r. Angelo took the Chair.]

Mr. KENNEALLY : Here is another op-
portunity for the Governoient to confound
the . Opposition by accepting the proposed
new clause. On the Minister’s own_showing,
there will not be much opportunity .to get
quarterly determinations before next Jul_y
Al .that the proposed new clause asks for
is that the first declaration shall gome into
operation on the 1st July. If the pronosed
new clause be accepted, the undertakings
to the workers will be observed. As for the
second part of the proposed new claunse,
preseribing the period over which the legis-
lation shall operate, that is not new, nor will
it do any harm. I hope the proposul new
elause will be agreed to, if only hecause it
will absolve the Government from ihe charge
of repudiation.

New clause put and a division taken vrith
the following resplt:—

Ayes .. .. .. .. 13

Noes - - .. .. 21
Majority against .. .. 2
AvEd.

Mr. Corboy Mr. Milllngion

Mr. Coverley Mr, Munsie

Mr. Cunningham Mr. Sleeman

Mr. Hegney Mr. Troy

Mr. Johnson Mr, Walker

Mr. Kenpeally Mr, Wansbrough

Mr. Lamond Mr. Willcock

Mr, Luwey Ar. Withers

Mr. Marshall Mr. Fanoton

Mr. McCallum (Teller.)

Noxsa.,

Mr. Barnard Mr. North

My, Browp Mr. Patrick

Mr. Dary Mr. Please

Mr. Ferguson Mr. Richardson

Mr. Griffiths Mr. Sampson

Mr. Keenan Mr, Scaddan

Mr. Latham Mr. J. H. 8mitb

AMr. Lindmay Mr. Thorn

My, H. W. Mann Mr. Wells

Mr. J. I. Mann Mr. McLarty

Sir Jamea Mitchell (Teller.)
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Pairs,
AYES. Noxa.
Mr. Wilaon Mr. Parker
Mr. Raphael Mr. Thorn
Miss Holman Mr. Teeadale

New clause thus negatived.
Title—agreed to.

Bill reported without #mendment and the
report adopted.

BILL—-VERMIN ACT AMENDMENT
" Second Reading. .
Debate'resumed from the 19tl} November..

MR. MILLINGTON (Mount Hawthorn)
[1.6]: This Bill eontains several amend-
ments which ean be dealt with in Committee,
bhut it also deals with one or two important
matters of administration. The question of
payment to members of the board who have
been appointed to eopirol the fund has pre-
sented difficulties. Afthough the beard act
in an honorary capamty, it is necessary. lo
pay certain expenses incurred for meeting,
especially when the meetings are held in
Perth. The Auditor General has confended
that funds from the pool must not he utilised
for that purpoese, hut to me it always seemed
fair that the fuand shounld be self-supporting.
The Government act as trustees for the
money collected, and I cannot see that
there is justification for providing money
for the board’s expenses, except from the
fund. Therefore the Bill proposes to em-
power the Government to pay suech ex-
penses from the pool. Other costs of ad-
ministration, such as the expense of trans-
porting sealps from outlying distriets to
Perth, have also to be considered. Almost
all the scalps are sent to Perth; in only
rare instaneces is permission given to
destroy them locally, but the diffienlty is
that no authority exists for utilising the
fund to eover the cost of tramsporting the
sealps. I agree that for the efficient work-
ing of the fund the powers sought are
necessary. Another point desling with the
employment of trappers is debatable. I do
not know whether the Minister has taken
steps to ascertain whether the contributors
to the fund agree with this proposal. In
the past similar requests have been made.
So long as the provision is ecarefully ad-
ministered, there should be no objection,
but onee the power is given, there will be
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difficulty in withstanding requesis. On ths
statement of the Minister, the Tunds are
being depleted by the payment of bonuses.
The reserve capital has been used up, and
there will he diffienlty in finaneing during
the year, even on the decreased bonuses, I
agree that many justifiable requests have
been received from dingo clubs for assist-
ance to enable them to cateh wild dogs. In
some cases the members of these clubs
have levied upon themselves to the ex-
tent of 3d. per sheep, in addition to
paying the veimin tax and the loes!
rates. One of these eclubs had a stand-
ing offer of £10 a dog. Tt is iwm-
possible to engage people to eatch these
dogs for the ordinary bonuses of £2 per
head. When recuests were made to me for
money for this purpose I was obliged to
put the applicants off on the ground that
I had no power to use the fund for this
object. If the money is utilised with dis-
eretion I believe justification ean be shown
for the employment of trappers. but the
principle should not be employed gener-
ally. Where clubs can show that they are
doing their best and are carrying out addi-
tional duties irrespective of the bonus
from the pool, the Minister would be justi-
filed in affording the extra assistance of a
temporary or permanent nature, according
to the eircumstances. Care will have to be
exercised to see that too much pressure is
not brought to bear upon the Minister in
the matter. I notice that he has revised
the bonuses, and that the rates offering for
dingoes and foxes have been reduced by
half. T presume the amount received will
be sufficient to enable the necessary num-
ber of trappers to be employed. There is
no doubt foxes are increasing in mumber,
and that they will become a menace unless
they are checked. If the full tax is mot
again raised it will become imperative to
keep down the bonuses.

The Minister for Agrenlture: Now is net
the time to raise it.

Mr. MILLINGTON: T presume the ut-
most economy will be exercised. It ap-
pears as if the fund had become depleted,
and there will have to be a Turther redue-
tion in bonuses to make ends meet. After
& year like the present there will be diffi-
enlty in collecting the vermin tax. The
matter of the vermin proof fence is a de-
batable one. I always took the view that
the existing specifications could not legally
he enforced. The present specifications

provide for a fence that may overhang the
road. If an neceident cceurred I should
say the vietim would have cause for action.

The Premier: There is no doubt abont
that.

Mr. MILLINGTON: That was the speci-
firation.

The Minister for Agrieulture: It is not
in the Aet.

AMr. MILLINGTON: No. Without a
fence of these dimensions a farmer could
not et exemption from payment of the
tax. The Chief Tnspector insisted that this
should be the specification for a dog proof
fence, and that only such a fenee would
entitle the owner to exemption from the
tax. ‘

The Minister for .Agriculture: That
would not prevent a ecause of action
against the Chief Inspector.

Mr. MILLINGTON: The aection would
lie against the owner of the fence. T pre-
sume the Chief Inspector now considers
the new kind of fence will be sufficiently
dog proof, and that on the amended lines
it would still entitle the owner to exemp-
tion from the tax. The fence is now left
to the diseretion of that officer. It is a
cood move and will settle that argument.
I should like to know the exact reanson for
certain amendments. I want to know, for
instance, whether the Government are pay-
ing interest on the money in the pool.

The Premier: No one knows better than
vou do.

Mr. MILLINGTON: T am eontinually
being asked about the matter. A fund has
been subseribed by the taxpayers for a
specific purpose. There stands to the credit
of the Treasury many thousands of pounds.
Are the Government allowing interest on
that money?

The Minister for Agrienlture: Yon had
twice as much as we have.

Mr. MILLINGTON: Are the Govern-
ment paying interest on the money?

The Premier: We are paying just the
rate you paid.

Mr. MILLINGTON: 1 thought so.
This shows the difference between the
ins and the outs. Although we were asked
why we did not nllow interest on the money
I do not know that there was any justifica.
tion for paying it. A greal deal of work is
done by the Agrieultural Department in ad-
ministering the fund. The matter ean well
stand as it is. T do not suggest that interest
should be allowed, but I wanted to know if
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there bad been any alteration in the poliey,
which was objected to when members of the
Government were in opposition.

The Premier: There are times when it
would be of no advantage.

Mr. MILLINGTON: Ezxactly. It ap-
pears to me that dingoes are inecreasing in
number, as are also foxes and eagle hawks.
The new definition of eagle hawk will make
that position more clear, and will possibly
lead to a saving of the funds through
bonuses not in future being paid out for
birds that do not belong to the wedge-tailed
eagle type. By halving the bonus the Gov-
ernment way he able to get round on the
increased number of foxes. At the start of
the year there was a credit balance in the
fund of £28,000. During the ensuing year
the fund should he increased by £22,000. If
80, the Government ought to be able to man-
age on the amended schedule. The Bill can
better be dealt with in Commitice. Tha
amendments to the Act are necessary, and
should provide for the better administration
of the Aet and the more efficient working of
the department. I support the Bill.

MR. PIESSE (Katanning) [1.16]: I con-
gratulate the Minister and the oflicers of
the department upon the excellent report
they have placed before the House. I hope
the Premier and the Minister for Lands will
be good enough to remember that a great
proportion of the expenditure from the
vermin fund is incurred amongst the pas-
toralists in the northern areas. I find thal
only about 30 per cent. of the money is
spent in the agricultural districts, and that
the balance is devoted to pastoralists in
other distriets. It is somewhat unjust that
the agricultural portion of Western Aus-
tralia should be called upon to bear so large
a proportion of the expenditure. Many of
our seitlers can rightly complain that they
have been in the past, and are now, required
to pay heavy taxation—it has been inereased
by 50 per cent.—while there is very liitle
vermin in their districts apart from the un-
fortunate kangaroos. As I have previously
pointed ont here, kangarcos are doing con-
siderable damage in the agrieultural dis-
tricts, and in my opinion they should be
classed as vermin under this Bill. I hope
the Government will take the earliest op-
portunity of elosely investigating the com-
plaints already brought before Parliament
ag to destruction cansed by kangarcos in the
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wheat areas. The vemmin tux is collected
about the same time as the land tax; aad
1 am wondering whether, in view of the re-
duced revenues of farmers this year, many
of them will be able to pay even the vermiu
tax. I do hope that before the session closes
the Premier will be able to afford settlers
some relief from taxation, especially as re-
gards the land tax and the vermin tax.

The Premier: I am bringing down a Bill
to relieve the sitmation.

Mx. PIESSE: I am glad fo hear it. The
land tax should be deferred, or relief from
it given in some other way. I wish to em-
phasise that settlers in the outer portien of
my electorate have had considerable trouble
with dingoes, Some dingoes are extremely
cunning and destruetive. As mentioned by
the member for Mt. Hawthorn (Mr. Milling-
ton), residents often make comtributicns to
dingo clubs, going to considerable expense
and trouble for the purpose of destroying
the pest, though they are not successful in
every instance. The suggestion that speeial
trappers engaged by the Agricultural De-
partment should visist localities where din-
goes are specially destructive is very wise.
The people of the distriets concerned have
made representations on that point. I am
sure splendid work will be done, giving
farmers some return for their expenditure
in the form of this tax.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

BILL—EAST PERTH PUBLIC HAIL.
Sceond Reading.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
T. A. L. Davy—West Perth) [1.23] in
moving the second reading said: The Bill
contains a number of clauses, but most of
them are purely machinery clauses and I
do not think will interest hon, members at
all, Some time ago the East Perth Progress
Association, being desirous of having a hall
for public purposes in the district, raised
money by various means and induced the
Government to vest a piece of land intended
for reserve purposes, and make it available
for the huilding of the hall. The structure
was erected, but the public worried as to
whether the hall was to be used entirely for
public purposes. An argument arose about
the matter, After a consnliation with all
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parties involved in the arrangement, an
agreement was reached whereby the land
with the hall on it was to be vested in five
trustees, two of whom were to be selected
from four persons nominated by the pro-
gress association, two to he selected from
four persons nominated by the Mayor of
Verth, and one to be chosen by the Govern-
ment. The arrangement being acceptable to
all parvties to the dizcussion, this Bill was
prepared in ovder to give the arrangement
foree in law, and also to create the body of
frustees to control the operations of the
hall.  The hall is an exeellent building, and
it is important that it should be condueted
properly in the interests of the whole of
East Perth. Certain debts were ineurred for
the building of the hall, and the ecreditors
to whom those debts are owed lave not vet
been paid. Therefore power is given to the
trustees to raise money on the seecurity of
the property and pay ofl the creditors. 3
do not propose to detain members further
with the matter. Most of the clauses of the
Bill arve suech as would appear in a legal
document rather than in an Act of Parlia-
ment; and I do not know that hon. members
will e mueh coneerned with <hem.  The
menher far Bast Perth (Mr _Kenaoeally),
who is well acquainted with the whole of
the circumstances, had an opportunity of
perusing the draft Bill; and I understand
that he approves of what is being done. 1
move—

That the Bill be now read a secund time.

HON. W. D. JOHENSON (Guildford-
Midland) [1.28]: I merely wish to express
my dislike of the provision, appearing in
two or three clauses, whieh gives the Lord
Mayar the right to select trustees. 1 have
an previous occasions strongly opposed such
a provision. Where there is an elected body,
the responsibility for appointments of this
kind should be on the elected body, and not
on a Lord Mayor or other person or asso-
ciation. However, I know that this busi-
ness is already complicated enough; and I
understand that certain progress has been
made towards realising the desives of the
people concerned. Still, I do not like the
provision in question.

The Attorney General:
clined to agree with yon.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: The Attorney
General will remember that a Bill of this

I am rather in-

kind relating to Geraldion was drawn on
similar lnes, and that similar objections
were raised to it. However, at this honr I
will nnt detain the House.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Comimittee,

Mr. Panton in the Chair; the Attornev

Generul in charge of the Bill.
C(Clause= 1 to Y9—ngreed to.

Clause 10—Powers of trustees in re.t.pec
of Tewarve: .

Hon. W, D. JOHNSON: Poes the Winis-
ler realise that the clause provide- exten-
sive powers fo the trustees, meluding the
vight 1o sell? That is unusnal, and T ain
doubtful ghout the wisdom of such a pro-
vision. ’

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I am not
keen on extended powers being vested in
trustees in these cireumstaneces, but I think
the clause contains adequate safeguards.
it might be the desire of the prople at
East Perth at some future date to change
the site of the hall, and the righr to sell
woul? then becomne necessary. Nuaturally,
no Government would consent to the sale
of anv such property unless they hod some-
thing concrete before them regarding the
proposal.

Clause put and passed.
Clanses 11 to 15—agreed to.
Title—agreed to.

Bill reported without mmendme:t.
the report adopied.

and

BILL—CITY OF PERTH ENDOWMENT
LANDS ACT AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

MR. HL W. MANN (Perth) [1.33] ie
moving the second reading said: The clanses
of the Bill deal with two separate phases.
‘'he first three clauses deal with the exten-
sion of the boundaries of the City of Perth,
and bave reference to certain endowment
lands, while they also affeet the svstem of
rating. At present, the rating of the pro-
perties concerned is on the unimproved land
values basis. Under that headine no pro-
vision is made for the owners of the pro-
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perties to record their votes for the election
cf Lord Mayor or couneillors of the City
of Perth. It is not intended to delete that
phase of the rating powers, but it is sought
to overcome the diffieulty by the inclusion
of the words “in addition to the annual
value” in Section 84 of the Municipal Cor-
porations Act, 1906. The effect of that will
he that the owners of properties affected hy
by the Bill will be able to record their votes
at the maunicipal eleetions. T shall move
to delete the last clause of the Bill. The
explanation of that is that the Bill was
drafted a long time ago and has leen held
in abeyance. Clause 4 dealt with the appli-
cation of proceeds arising from =sales of
endowment lands, but that clause is not
necessary now, and I will ask hon. members,
when we deal with the Bill in Committee,
to delete it. Althongh the property owners
will be able to exercize the municipal fran-
chise if the Bill be agreed to. they will not
be called upon to pay anv additional rates.
T move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

On motion by Mr. MeCallum, dehate ad-
journed.

BILL—ANATOMY.
Council’s Amendments,

SBchedule of 40 amendments made by the
Couneil now considered.

In Commitiee.

Me. Panton in the Chair; the Minister
for Health in charge of the Bill.

Wo. 1: Clause 2.—After “context” in-
sext :—“Commissioner’’ means the Commis-
sioner for Health for the time being under
the Health Aect, 1911-1919, and includes any
officer temporarily acting as Commissioner.

The MINIRTERE FOR HEALTH: I
move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

The original Bill provided power to appoint
inspectors. When the Bill was here T said
that actually the Commissioner for Public
Health would do the work, and now the
Council have pinned it down to that.

Question put and passed; the Council’s
amendment agreed to.

[ASSEMBLY.]

No. 2: (Clanse 2.—Omit the word “ap-
peinted,” under definition of “Imspeetor,”
and insert “from time to time expressly nomi-
nated by the Commissioner for the purposes
of this Aet.”

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: This
amendment is consequential on the first. T
move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment agreed to.

No. 3: Clause 3.—At the end of the clause
insert the words “at an authorised school.of
anatomy.”

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: We
said that we would use the University huild-
ings for the purposes of the Bill, but it is
now proposed to set up an aanthorised sehool
of anatomy. 1 move—

That the amcndment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Couneil's
amendment agreed to.

No. 4: Clause”4.—Omit the elause.
No. §: Clanse 5—Omit “every inspec-
tor” and insert “the Commissioner.”

No. 6: Clause 6.—~—After the words “law-
fal for” insert “the Commissioner and.”

The MINISTER TOR HEALTH: These
ate all consequential. T move—

That amendments Nos. 4, 55, and 6 be agreed
to.

Question put and passed; the Counecil’s
Amendments Nos. 4, 5 and 6 agreed to.

No. T: Clanse 8.—A¢ the end of the clause,
add the words “and, from time to time, as
preseribed by regulation, shall report to the
Minister in respect of every such inspeetion.”

No. 8. Clause 7.—Line one, hefore the
words “the Minister,” insert “subject to this
Act”

No. 8. Clanse 7.—Lines 9, 10, and 11,
omit the words “undergo . . . institution,”
and insert “be removed therefrom for the
purpose of aunatomieal examination at some
authorised school of anatomy.”

Xo. 10. Clause 8. —Before the words “it
shall,” in line 1, insert “subject to this Aet.”

No. 11. Clause 8.—After the word “ex-
amination” insert “at some authorised school
of anatomy.”
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No. 12. Clause 3.—Before the words “if
any,” in line 1, insert “subject to this Aet.”

No. 13. Clause 3.—After the word *ex-
amination” insert “‘at some authorised school
of anatomy.”

No, 14. Clause 10.—Omit the words “in-
spector of the distriet” and insert “Commis-
sioner.”

No. 15. Clause 10.—Omit the words
“or if ne such . . death.”

No 16. Clause 11.—Omit the words
“medical practitioner . . . this Act,” in lines
1, 2, 3, and 4, and insert “authorised school
of anatomy.”

No. 17. Clause 11—Line 5, omit the
words “or to examine anatomically.”

No. 18. Clause 12—After the words
“every person,” in line 1, insert “in charge
of an aunthorised school of anatomy.”

No. 19, Clause 12—Omit the words “in-
spector of the distriet. . . . is removed,” and
insert “Commissioner.”

No. 20. Clause 12.—After the words “so
to do by” ingert “the Commissioner or.”

No. 21. Clause 13.—Omif all words after
the word “body,” in line 4, and inset “ex-
cept at an authorised school of anatomy.”

No. 22, Clause 14.—Omit the word “so,”
in line 1.
No. 23. Clause 14.—Omit the word “re-

moving,” in line 4, and insert “receiving.”
No. 24. Clause 14.—Omit the word “re-
moved,” in line 4, and insert “received.”

No. 25. Clanse 14 —Afier the word
“ground,” in line 7, insert “if so desired by
any surviving hushand or wife or any known
relative,”

No. 26. Clause 14—Omit the word “re-
moved,” in line 9, and insert “received.”

No. 27. Clause 14—In line 11, omit the
words “inspeetor of the district,” and insert
“Commissioner.”

No. 28, Clause 15.—Omit the word “in-
spectors” and ingerl “the Commissioner.”

No. 28. Clanse 19.—Par. (2), after the
words “every person” inserf “or anthority.”

Xo. 30. Clause 19.—Par. 3, (a), after
the word “impede” insert “the Commissioner
o].-ll

No. 31. Clause 19.—After
“powers” insert “and duties.”

301
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No. 32.
words “any inspector . .
insert “the Commissioner”

No. 33. Clause 19.—After the words
“book to” insert “the Commissioner or to.”

No. 34. Clauge 20.—Omit the words “in-
consistent with this Act”; insert “for the
conduct, equipment, inspection and control
of authorised schools of anatomy, for the
diseipline thereof and for.”

Clause 19.—Par. {(c¢), omit the
. aforesaid,” and

No. 45. Insert a new clause, as follows:—
3. The provisions of this Act shall, subject
to the control of the Minister, be adminis-
tered by the Commissioner and such inspec-
tors as he may deem necessary.

No, 36, Insert a new clause as follows:—
4. (1.) The Governor, by license, may au-
thorise the establishment of schools of anat-
omy at such places as he may determine,
and may impose such eonditions relating
thereto as may be necessary for the proper
and efficient conduct thereof. {2.) Any
license under this section shall be subject
to revocation by the Governor at any time.

No. 37. Insert s new clause as follows:—
11. Before the body of any deceased person.
referred to in Sections 8, 9, and 10 of this
Agt, is removed for the purposes of anat-
omical examination, the attention of any
surviving husband or wife, or any relative
known to the authority, or person having
the body in his or her possession, con-
trol or power, shall be directed fo the
provisions of the said sections and consent
thereto obtained in writing.  The term
“authority” in this seetion, ineledes any
medical officer, nurse or other merson who
has attended such decensed persen doring
his illness or stay in any sueh institution.

No. 38, Insert a new claunse as follows:
—18. It shall be unlawful for any person
lo take or remove from a body of any de-
ceased person any portion or sperimen part
thereof before such body is received into
an anthorised school of anatomy, or to take
or remove, except for bural or eremation,
any portion or spectmen part of a body,
from an authorised school of anatomy, or
to have in his possession any portion or
specimen part of a body which hrs been
{aken or removed in contravention of this
secfion: Provided that this section shall
not apply to a licensed person approved by
the Commissioner taking or removing a por-
tien or specimen part of a bodr or having
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the same in his possession by and with the
suthority of an auihorised school of anat-
omy for educational, svientifie, or research
purposes.

No. 39, Title—Amend by inserting after
the word “Act” the words “to provide for
the establishment and regulation of schools
of anatomny and to.””

No. 40. After the word “anatowny,” at
the end of the Title, ingert the wova “there-
at”

On motions by the Minister for Health,
the foregoing amendments were agreed to.

Resolutions reported, the report adaopted,
and a Message accordingly vefurned to the
Couneil,

BILL—ROADS CLOSURE.
Council's Amendment.

Amendment made by the Council now
considered.

In Commitices.

Mr. Panton in the Chaiv; the Mirvisier
for Lands in charge of the Bill.

Insert a new clause, to stand as Claumse 7,
as follows:—7. That portion of Miviam
Strest in the North Fremantle municipai
distriet extending from the Eastern side of
Bracks Street to the Western side of Napier
Street is hereby elosed, and all vighis-of-
way over the same shall cease on the pass-
ing of this Aet, and the land comprised
{herein is hereby revested in His Majesty
as of his former estate.

The MINISTER FOR LAXDS: The
XNorth Fremantle council ask for the elosure
of a street hebween two blocks of land pur-
chased by the Shell Oil Company. The
road is unused and unmade. It is necessary
to secure Parliamentary anthority for {1
closure. T move—

That the amendment be agreed to.
Question put and passed; the Couneil’s
amendment agreed to.

Resolution reported, the report adopted,
and a message accordingly returned {o the
(C'ouneil.

BILL—RESERVES.
Couneils Amendments,

Schedule of four amendments made by
the Conneil now considered.

[ASSEMBLY.]

In Commitiee.

Mr. Poantor in the Chair; the Minister
for Lands in charge of the Bill.

Wo. 1, Clause 9.—lInsert after the word
“institnte,” in line 8, the words “or if such
institute be incorporated, then the said land
may be lJeased to such mecorporaied body.”

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Under
Clause 9 it is proposed to lease ecertain
lands to the Postal Institute and another
place s decided that it the institute be-
vome an incorporated hody, the lease shall
stand.

Mr. MeCallmn: Where iz the lund!

The MINISTER IFOR LANDS: It is the
Clavemont Road Board’s recreation gromnd
near Point Resolution. An aven is heing
leased on which work is heing provided for
unemployed members of the institule. |
move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed: the Couneil’s
amendwment agreed to.

No. 2. Clause 12.—Insert at the end &
proviso, as follows:—

““Pravided that if smch land shall cease
to be used as a Reserve for the purposes
last mentioned, then the said land shall

revert to and be again inelnded in the gaid
Reserve 1720.7’

The MINISTER ¥OR LANDS: This
provides for the excision from Xing’s

Park of a certain portion of land for the
purpose of putting down a bore upon it.
In another place seme opposition was
shown to this. A previso has been inserted
there to provide that at the end of the
term, if the Public Works Department do
not require the land, it shall revert back to
the King’s Park Board. T have ne objee-
tion to this. [n all probability the land
will never go back to the park. I move—

That the amendment he agreed to,

Question put and passed: the Couneil’s
amendment agreed to.

No. 8. Insert a new clause, to stand as
Clause 15, as follows:;—

15. AN that portion of Class “A’' Re-
serve 0161 for ‘“Reforestation,’ ‘'at Yan-
dil siding, as descrthed in the Fonrth
Schedule, is hereby exelnded from such
Reserve to the intent that the land may be
disposed of under the provisions of ‘‘The
Land Aet, 1898,”" and amendments.
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The MINISTER FOR LANDS: There is
a Class A Reserve which was originally set
uside for reforestation before f¢he forest
reserve areas were named. It is proposed
to execise from this reserve a small piece
of land to be thrown open again to the
Lands Department. This is at Yandil
siding, not far from Margaret River. The
area involved is only about 120 acres,
but it is necessary to get Parliamentary
sanction for the transfer. The Forests De-
partment concur in this. I move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Couneil’s
amendment agreed to.

No. 4 Insert a new Schedule, as fol-
lows :——

Fourth Schedule.

All that portion of Class ‘‘A’’ Reserve
6161 bounded by lines starting from a
point on the North boundary of Nelson
Loecation 6687 sitnate about 14 chains from
its North-East corner, and extending
North-Westward about 25 chains; thence
North-Bastward to the Western side of a
road passing atong the Western boundary
of the Bridgetown Railway Reserve;
thence along the said side of road North-
Westward for a distance of about 20
chains; thenee South-Westward about 22
chains; and thenece South to the North
houndary of Nelson Location 6687 afore-
said; and thence East along the latter
about 37 chains 50 links to the starting
point. (Area nbout 76 aeres.)

All bearings and distances bheing approxi-
mate and subject to survey.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: This is
consequential on Amendment No. 3. I
nmove -

That the amendment he agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Counecil’s
amendment agreed to.

Resolutions reported, the report adopt-
ed, and A message accordingly returned to
the Couneil.

DISCHARGE OF ORDERS.

On motion by the Premier, the following
Orders of the Day were discharged from
the Notice Paper—

1. Transfer of Land Act Amendment
BRill (Second Reading).

2. TLimitation Bill (Second Reading).
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BILL—COLLIE RECREATION AND
PARK LANDS RESERVE.

Order Discharged.

THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir James Mit-
chell—Northam) [24]: T move—

That the Order of the Day, the secopd read-
ing of the Collie Recreation and Park Lands

Rescerve Bill, be discharged from the XNotice
Paper.

HON. W. D. JOHNSON (Guildford-
Midland) [2.5): The member for Collie
is not at present in the House. I should
like to know whether this Bill was brought
down at the request of the people of Col-
lie, and, whether its discharge from the
Notice Paper hag been approved by the
member for the district.

The Premier: That i3 in the hands of the
Minister for Tands.

THE MINISTER TOR LANDS (Hon.
C. & Latham—TYork) [2.6]: The objeect of
the Bill was to give ecertain powers to
the Colliec municipality and road board.

There has, however, been some diffi-
enlty in getting a Bill drafted to
smit  the occasion. Tt is proposed

to introduce one early next session. In an-
ticipation of Parliamentary approval we
shall probably give some authority to these
people once we have arrived at an under-
standing between the two hodies.

Question put and passed.

BILL—LICENSING ACT AMENDMENT.
Second Reading.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
T. A. L. Davy—West Perth) [2.7] in mov-
ing the second reading said: There are two
hodies in existence dealing with the same
people, the Licensing Court and the Licenses
Reduction Board. The latter was created
by an amendment to the Aet of 1922. Tt
was then given a life of a definite length,
but that life was extended, and will expire on
the 31st December of this year. The Gov-
ernment feel that the powers of the Ticenses
Reduction Board are useful in the control
and proper conduet of hotels. Its main
power is to close up licenses where the re-
qnirements of the distriet do not justify
them.  The bulk of the work which was
necessary then has been aeccomplished, but



as Western Australia contains many dis-
tricts with varying populations, sueh as min-
ing towns which break ount here and close
down there, it seems that it would be useful
for the court to retain these powers, thongh
it would not continue to nse them to a large
extent,

Mr. Willeock: There are no contributions
to the fund now.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: There is
a reserve in the fund of hetween £6,000 and
£7,000,

Mr. H W. Mann: Ii is no wuse keeping
it there.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: It is very
useful to have it there, for it pays the ex-
penses of the Licensing Court.

Mr. Willeoek: Suppose it had to be given
back to those who contributed it?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Ii seems
impossible to begin working oni a scheme
whereby that fund can be distributed in the
proper channels. If this part of the Aect
were allowed to go out of existence, we
should have to set about working out how
to give it back. We could not give it back.

Mr. Willeock: Lots of people could make
a claim upon the fund.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: One’s
imagination fairly hoggles at the job some-
one wouid have in working out the sum. At
present the money is doing extremely useful
work in paying the exjienses of the licensing
eourt.

Mr. Willeock: Some of them.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Probably
all of them for a period. The continuation
of this power will not involve any additional
cost. The court must be there. The con-
tinuation of this part of the Act merely en-
ables the court to exercise certain funetions
which could not be exercised without this
part.

On motion by Mr.
journed.

Willeock, debate ad-

ADJOURNMENT-—SFECIAL,

THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir James Mit-
chell—Northam) [2.11]: I move—

That the House at its riging adjourn until
7.30 p.m. to-day (Thursday).

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 2.12 am. (Thursday).

[COUNCIL.]

Lcgislative Council,

Thursday, 4th December, 1930,

Sittings, additional hours 2284
Leave of absence 2286
Bills : Hospital Fund, remrt 2288
Forests Act Amendment 2R, 2287
Appropriation, 2n. 2288
Premium Bonds. 21\. ote. 2283
Traffic Act Amendmentr Asaemblys “urther
Mesaage 2304
Roads Closure, Asaemblys Massage 2304
Resgerves, Assemblys Message ... - 2304
Anatomy. Asgsembly’s Message 2304
Totallsator Duty Act Amendment "B Gom 2304
FriendPo Soc.ctles Act Amendment, 2R., Com 2304

Entertalnments Tax Assessment Act Amendment
Com. report 2308
Entertainments Tnx Act Amendment. PR. ., 2
Hozpltal Fund (Contributions), 2., Com report
Motion : Collle Pawer Scheme . 2

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p-m., and read prayers.

SITTINGS HOURS—ADDITIONAL,

Standing Order Suspension,

THE MINISTER TOR COUNTRY
WATER SUPPLIES (Hon. . F. Baxter
—East) [433]: I move—

That Standing Order No. 62 be suspended
for the remainder of the present session.

A glanee at the Notice Paper will show that
we have a fairly large volume of business
before us, in addition to which other Bills
will shortly be reaching us from another
place. Now that the session is drawing to
a close, it is necessary that I should be in
a position to deal with new business after
10 pan. I trust memhbers will be reason-
able in the matter, so that we may not be
crowded out and have very long sittings at
the fag end of the session.

Question put and passed.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On moation by Hon. G. W, Miles, leave
of absence granted to Hon. Sir Edward Wit-
tenoom (North) for six consecutive sittings
of the House on the ground of ill-health.

BILI—HOSPITAL FUND.
Report of Committee adopted.



